
ABBEY ST BATHAN’S, BONKYL AND PRESTON 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held at Abbey Village Hall 

24/03/16 at 7.30 pm 
 

Ref Present: D. Morrison (chair), Cllr J Greenwell, Cllr D Moffat, P. Chandler, V 

Dobie, E Lipscombe, Gilly Walker. 

Observers: Steve Whitehorne, J Wilson-Smith, Liz Macfie (PACT), Phil 

Franks (CAUS). 

Action 

1. Apologies:  V Kerr, T Kerr, J Robson, J Dobie, W Reid, B Laidlaw, C.Dobie.  

2. Approval of Minutes:  

Minutes approved. Proposed by EL and seconded by DM Guest speakers  
 

3.  Funding application presentation: Steve Whitehorne presented his application 

to run a series of 4 day long Photography Workshops within the community 

open to anybody with any sort of digital camera, maximum 10 folk, & 3 or 4 

slide shows open to all.  Looking for a summer timetable, but might adjust to 

Autumn.  SW answered various questions asked by the committee. 
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4. Matters Arising:  Primary school trips/ hardship fund: DM spoke to Steve 

Jack & encouraged him to put a Blackhill application in, PC still to speak to 

Leanne Stewart. 

Pot holes:  Daren Silcock responded to PC stating that all were on the list, but 

due to the very wet weather conditions experienced over the winter, they were 

behind schedule. 

Power Issues:  Scottish Power responded to our request with a list of whys & 

wherefores for most power outages in the Abbey area, some they couldn’t 

find a direct cause for. There have been 23 over the past few months. 

Blackhill Community Fund:  Minutes received were circulated. 

PC 

5. Police Liaison:  
PC has emailed all current information sent by police. DM & PC should have 

some introductory meeting with Lee Harper soon. 

FYI: Cllr DM explained that there were regular counter terrorism meetings at 

SBC, there are possible local targets such as power stations which makes this 

necessary.  Also highlighted increased wildlife crime in the borders. 

PC 

6. Sub groups:  

1. Resilient Communities: To be kept on the agenda – no subgroup formed 

as yet. 

2. Wind Farms: Penmanshiel community agreement is ready to be signed but 

Logan Inglis, Chair Reston CC, & DM are concerned that the agreement has 

still not been signed. 

Their news release states that the port deliveries of plant will take place at 

3.30am & therefore be on site by 5.30am (by police request) & therefore 

should not interfere with generally daily traffic.  This CC would like 

Quixwood to undertake the same policy. 

Progress has been made with Aikengall II funding & the Proposed 

£300,000.00 will now be split 6 ways between the 5 community councils, & 

BeGreen, Dunbar. However, although this CC agrees & accepts that proposal, 

all of the CCs need to agree to this. 

Email received from Quixwood informing us that they have secured the debt 

facility with the Royal Bank of Scotland of £44.9 million (c.€57 million)  for 

the purchase of Quixwood windfarm.  This is the go ahead part. 

3. PACT: The Trustees are all now appointed, still waiting for a response 

from OSCR. 

 

 

 

DM 

 

 

 

7. Chairman’s Report:  

DM attended the SBC Stakeholder meeting on the 15
th

 March, part of which 
 

 



discussed private water supplies & the possibility of treating issues such as 

arsenic. DM is waiting to hear back from Iain Aikman as to costs & 

probability. May be prohibitively expensive. 

Broadband could take up to 2 years because of CBS rules and tendering.  DM 

had a meeting with Calum Kerr who is also finding it frustrating, wants to 

help the Berwickshire Broadband CC group. He also advised that as CBS are 

the only player in town we should continue to work with them. Tim Jackson 

has stepped down from his role as coordinator with Mark Rowley taking over 

just now. 

VD is still waiting to hear from D Silcock about the Quality of life fund re the 

Defibrillator Cabinets, Cllr DM will chase as he thinks that it was agreed. 

The Contact Us section of the website was not working correctly, should be 

fixed now, PC will now be automatically copied in to ensure double checks. 

DM 
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DM 

8. Treasurer’s report: The Number 1 a/c is £908.35 and the Number 2 a/c is 

£79,523.98. DM still waiting to ascertain costings from the accountants. 
PC 

DM 

9. Secretary’s report: There is no secretary. 

Circulating information by email continues to be successful.  
 

 

10. Funding Applications: 

PACT: cost for website page application for £420 including VAT.  (£200 for 

page, £150 for accessibility & £70 VAT).  It was requested that there is a 

clear headline on the PACT page that shows it to be a separate organisation 

with its own identity.  Costs were Proposed by VD, Seconded PC & agreed 

by the committee.  DM will send a courtesy copy of the application to 

Hannah, FOR in London & a copy for treasurers’ records to PC. 

The Photography workshops & Exhibition application was agreed in 

principle with following revision; revised finances to include the hall hire 

costs, with the costs of the slide shows across both main CC area venues, the 

workshop can be based in one venue if so wished.  PC was asked to inform 

SW of the outcome, the committee’s requests, including that we may wish to 

piggyback onto the slide shows to make them more of a promotional event.  

CAUS:  an email was received from Charlotte Dobie giving apologies for not 

being able to update in person.  CAUS is now constituted and had it’s first 

meeting on the 15
th

 March, with 18 people attending, resulting in 7 committee 

members, 23 of 33 water supply questionnaires had been returned with 100% 

of the respondents support the setting up of CAUS, and 100% support an 

application for grant to buy a backup generator, and also to install additional 

pipework to reduce non-human demand on the borehole supply.  Charlotte 

also stated had been most encouraging to see such a high level of community 

interest not just in registering interest in CAUS and its potential role in 

fulfilling part of the Community Action Plan, but also in playing an active 

role by serving on its management Committee. DM attended & stated that it 

was a very positive meeting. 

There was also a request for clarification on the non-funding of the generator.  

There was further discussion on this issue & it was agreed that there was 

nothing stopping CAUS from submitting an application. 

CAUS needs to accept one of the pipework quotes & that will be funded, if 

accepted by FORL, London.   There is the question of VAT, if it can be 

reclaimed then we would only fund the pre VAT costs of the quote. 

JWS Asked whether further Whiteadder bank erosion prevention at Cumledge 

Mill might be something funded from the fund.  He was told that a fully 

costed application could be submitted & it would be considered. 
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PC 

11. Any Other Business: None.  

12. Planning and Licensing Applications: None   

13. Date and Venue of Next meetings:  ALL 



 May 26
th

 Preston Village Hall 7.30pm, June 23
rd

 Abbey Village Hall 7.30pm 

 


