
ABBEY ST BATHAN’S, BONKYL AND PRESTON 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held at Abbey St Bathans Village Hall 

28/01/16 at 7.30 pm 
 

Ref: Present: D. Morrison (chair), V Kerr, T Kerr, Cllr D Moffat, P. Chandler, 

J Dobie, W Reid, V Dobie,  

Visitors: Diane Murray, Charlotte Dobie, Hamish Goldie-Scott. 

Action 

1. Apologies:  Cllr. F. Renton, Cllr J Greenwell, G Walker, E Lipscombe  

2. Charlotte Dobie; 

CD gave a brief history of the water supply at Abbey St Bathans. The 

supply has been resilient up to recently when an unacceptable level of 

arsenic was detected by the water authorities. The bore hole, previously 

intended only as a back up supply, is now the only water unaffected by 

arsenic and the supply to residents is therefore vulnerable during power 

cuts or in periods of high demand i.e. lambing. Investment is needed 

immediately to 1) obtain a new back up generator and 2) reconfigure the 

supply to allow only human consumption of the unaffected water from the 

bore hole. VK questioned the rights of owners to a water supply, CD 

thought they had. PC stated that Scottish Water had said people have no 

right to a water supply. 

The Community Abbey Water Supply (CAWS) was originally set up in 

2010 to manage a water supply feasibility study. Re-establishing it under 

the new name Community Abbey Utility Supply (CAUS) would enable a 

community response to the water supply issues and this, in terms of 

liability and responsibility, would be better than owners having to respond 

individually. WR outlined the differences and benefits between having an 

incorporated or unincorporated group. It is recognised that after an initial 

capital investment, the community would need to fund future needs 

themselves. CAUS will work to access funds and establish a structure to 

ensure resilience in the future. This will include setting water rates to 

build a maintenance fund, putting public liability insurance in place and 

employing a plumber to monitor and maintain the water systems. JD said 

that there would be no need to contemplate a future application in the as 

CAUS would have their own funds. There has already been a study into 

the population statistics with regard to owners (tenants cannot be charged) 

and the potential income for CAUS. WR asked about time frames for the 

proposed work, CD highlighted the need for urgency due to the imminent 

lambing season. There is currently one quote from Thompsons who are 

already familiar with the area and the land. A second quote will be 

obtained from David Stebbings to ensure transparency.  

 

3.  Approval of Minutes:  

Minutes approved. Proposed by VD and seconded by WR 

 

4. Matters Arising:   
A new CC booklet is now in place and copies were distributed to the 

members for their perusal. They will be returned at elections so they can 

be made available to new elected members. 

 

 

5. Police Liaison:  
PC said that a second police officer will be employed from February 

which will bring the area up to correct staffing numbers. 

 

6. Sub groups:  

1.Resilient Communities: WR said that although they area was 

technically considered to be a Resilient Community and equipment was 

available, no-one on the CC was responsible for the implementation and 

 

 

 

 



management of the process. Implementing PACT will time consuming 

and the Council year has been very busy. Resilient Communities will stay 

on the agenda in the hope of resolving the issue. Mild winters have 

lessened the urgency to address the problem but WR thought it was 

important to be prepared for bad weather in the future. 

2. Wind Farms: There have been no recent meetings. There are still 

concerns about funding agreements being honoured when windfarms 

change ownership. CC members also wish to be part of any future written 

agreements and have sight of all those currently in place, which at the 

moment does not always happen. Should a bank loan be needed in the 

future, banks would ask to see such agreements and JD thought this fact 

could be used to encourage windfarms to allow the CC access to these 

documents. JD has suggested questions in advance of Windfarm 

meetings in order to prepare. 

DM said our share of the Quixwood fund would be about £47,000. If the 

windfarm output is higher than expected, Quixwood will increase the 

amount given. 

VD said there is a meeting on 15
th

 February for all four Community 

Councils to work on a joint plan. 

Work has started at Hoprigshiels, largely avoiding Cockburnspath. 

BHA has three turbines planned. 

The new owners of Quixwood have expressed an interest in attending a 

CC meeting. 

3. Community Consultation: WR said distribution of the final summary 

has completed the consultation process and establishing PACT was now 

the priority. The application has been submitted to OSCAR and is 

expected to be completed by June at which time the scheme will be a 

public launch.  David Morrison, Wendy Reid, Liz McPhie, James Dobie 

and Richard Swan have all agreed to be the initial directors as a minimum 

of 5 were needed to send in the application. This will eventually be 

increased to a maximum of 9. Subgroups have already started on the 3 

major projects; The Village Hall – led by JD, Broadband - led by DM and 

the Playpark – led by WR. Work on the village hall and broadband 

projects has already been started but the Playpark is new. Work on the 

latter will begin after June when WR returns from sabbatical leave. J. 

Feeney has offered to help with the Playpark project and WR will seek 

others from the list of potential volunteers. All three groups can prepare 

for the implementation while awaiting funds to be properly in place. Cllr 

DM said Jean Robertson at SBC would be able to offer advice about other 

sources of funding. VD suggested removing Community Consultation 

from the agenda and replacing it with PACT. Thanks were given to the 

subgroup for a successfully completed consultation exercise. 

It was noted that the Action plan is not just for Quixwood money but all 

windfarm money 

4. Website; DM will speak to Alice about improving the visibility of the 

calendar and the possibility of having a tab saying ‘dates for your diary’. 

Work on the website is otherwise completed and the slight overspend is 

due to the addition of VAT. DM was thanked by the CCs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Chairmans Report:  

The Broadband questionnaire produced 71 replies of which 60 

respondents complained of poor service. The range of broadband speed 

was from >1mg to 37mg. Tim Chandler has looked at the results and 

commented on the disparities between different households, even those 

which are next door to each other. Changing suppliers has made no 

appreciable difference to speeds.  Briskona would be able to provide a 

 



steady speed for all households and there would be no necessity to have a 

BT landline. So far there has been no response to emails to Briskona but 

the CC do know that they are currently very busy. 

8. Treasurer’s report: From 01.01.2016 there will be a reduction in the 

deposit protection from £85,000 to £75,000. The protection is given for 

total monies, not individual accounts. WR suggested opening a Triados 

account and PC would have excess money automatically transferred there 

whenever the B of S account balance went above £75,000. WR suggested 

a lower trigger point might be better. There has been a payment from 

Crystal Rig of £11,000. The Number 1 a/c is £307.77 (with £100 due out) 

and the Number 2 a/c is £82,993.25. There is a payment due from 

Penmanshiel in August. Money will not be available to PACT until PACT 

is constituted. 

 

9. Secretary’s report:  

Circulating information by email has been successful. There are some 

updates. On 17
th

 December the SBC agreed to adopt the local 

development plan. Cllr DM spoke about the Quality of Life Fund and 

WR queried asking for funds to buy the defibrillator. The fund is ‘to 

enhance the community’ so the cost of cabinets to house the defibrillator 

machines might be an appropriate request. Cllr DM said there was 

currently £750 in the fund so the application should be made as soon as 

possible. PC said the CC could write to Darren Silcock for advice about 

an application. VD has all the necessary information and quotes except for 

the electrical supply.  

 

 

10. Any other business:  
Change from paper planning version to digital; DM said the new system 

saved time as items could be quickly forwarded to CC members. VD 

agreed it was more economical to send planning applications out by email 

if the recipient had a good signal but larger items would be better on 

paper. PC suggested formulating a response to this effect. Cllr DM 

suggested copying the SBC list of planning applications to CC members 

who could then look at what was relevant to their area.  

Defibrillators; Quote for electrician needed. See item 9 above. 

Drawdown of Admin from Crystal Rig; CCs agreed on the annual 

drawdown of £500 Administration costs from Crystal Rig.  

Bus shelters; WR asked who had responsibility for maintaining or 

erecting bus shelters. Cllr DM advised sending an email to John Delow at 

passenger transport but pointed out that a new shelter at Preston would 

only be considered if it were needed for members of the public as well as 

school children. If Cllr DM could be copied in then he would follow up 

the request at SBC. He also suggested getting in touch with the Criminal 

Justice Team who might be able to provide labour under the Community 

Service Banner.  

Potholes; In spite of the repairs already carried out there are still areas 

around Monynut which need attention.  

Saltbox; JD pointed out that the salt box in Abbey St Bathans had been 

moved to another area and this has caused access issues for parents taking 

children to the school bus. Cllr DM said that saltboxes were provided in 

areas with no gritter lorries and the CC should ask the council to replace 

the one near the hill. WR said it might be purchased at cost through 

Resilient Communities and could be added to the agenda next month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr 

DM 

11. Funding Applications:   
‘Coming up for Air’  Diane Murray returned to answer further questions 

and clarify how the funding would be used over a period of years. During 

the first year training would take up most of the money available and if 

 

 

 

 



necessary some specialist training courses could be delayed until the 

second year. Following the verbal agreement given by the CC, DMurray 

has found ten people who are interested and has made tentative training 

dates. CU4Air are seeking to have matched funding by March 2016 and 

will let PC know as soon as this is achieved as the release of the grant 

money is dependant on this being in place.  DMurray queried what 

percentage of the £7100 agreed funding might then be available for 

release. WR proposed releasing 50% of training costs for the first year 

and this was agreed. The CC have been reassured by GA that the correct 

accreditation is in place. At this point James Dobie declared an interest in 

the following applications and left the meeting. 

Abbey St Bathans Borehole; It was noted that there has already been a 

power cut so the request for an emergency generator was valid. WR and 

TK discussed the importance of a second quote for a new generator and 

also an update of the original quote. TK said that the community needed 

to have a value put on their water and arrange a system for paying water 

rates accordingly. WR said the grant should be dependant on the latter 

being in place. (Some individuals have sunk their own boreholes and this 

might impact on the number of households paying rates.) All agreed 

CAUS should have ownership of the project rather than individuals. VK 

raised the issue of the stock water supply being separate to the human 

water supply and was it a valid use of Windfarm money to pay for the 

necessary changes in plumbing? CCs agreed the grant should support the 

human water supply but not cover the cost of water for the sheep. WR 

said there should be evidence of work starting by a given date otherwise 

the CC might seek to reclaim some of the grant. DM pointed out the 

importance of safeguarding the generator with a switching system, at a 

cost of approximately £500, which would isolate the Scottish Power 

supply in a power cut. Without this the generator could blow up when the 

power returned.  

All CC members agreed to a grant being given under the following 

conditions 

First Application - generator 

1. Safety switching system which would be included in the grant. 

2. Clarify the size of the generator needed and obtain 2 up to date 

quotes. 

3. Ownership of the generator must be transferred to the group 

(CAUS) 

4. VAT needs to be costed as this can be claimed back and would 

therefore not be included in the grant. 

Second Application – water supply 

1. The CC will fund the cost of the human water supply therefore 

the projected costs will need to be broken down into those 

pertaining to stock versus human supplies. 

2. There must be evidence of a structure for paying water rates. 

3. There must be evidence of agreement from all owners. 

4. 1 to 2 month time frame in place for the setting up of CAUS. 

DM and PC will give this feedback to CB 
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PC 

12. Planning and Licensing Applications: None   

13. Date and Venue of Next meetings:  

25
th

 February Preston Village Hall. 7.30. 24
th

 March, Abbey Village Hall 

 

 

 

 


