
ABBEY ST BATHAN’S, BONKYL AND PRESTON 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held at Abbey ST Bathans Village Hall 

29
th

 October 2015 at 7.30 pm 
 

Ref: Present: D. Morrison (chair), V Kerr, T Kerr, G Walker, Cllr D Moffat, 

P. Chandler, H Goldie Scot, M Lamond, A Hunt, A Brown, E Lipscombe, 

J Dobie, C Dobie 

Action 

1. Apologies:  W. Reid, Cllr. F. Renton, Joy Dobie, V Dobie, Cllr J 

Greenwell 

 

2.  Approval of Minutes:  

Minutes approved. Proposed by PC and seconded by EL 

 

3. Matters Arising:   
DM has worked with Pauline Bolson to correct the contact details for CC 

members. DM has also emphasised the importance of updating the list 

regularly. 

It was noted that the post of Chairperson is recommended to be for no 

longer than two years. Pauline Bolson confirmed this was looked at but 

not implemented.  

 

 

4. Police Liaison:  
There will be no police presence at any meeting because for every hour 

officers do, they need 5 ½ hours back. There are also less officers 

available, partly due to a backlog of statutory leave, and the emphasis for 

community policing is on youth groups etc. Cllr DM said he had been at 

a meeting with the justice secretary and was told that the chief constable 

would be expected to have meetings at least twice a year with Chairs of 

Scrutiny Panels Access Scotland. DM also said that, in the future, police 

reports would be available for everyone to read online but in the 

meantime written reports will be provided. 

Communication within Berwickshire is seen as a good example.  

 

5. Sub groups:  

1. Resilient Communities: The final plan is very close to being 

completed. Volunteers are being sought to roll out the plan.  

2. Wind Farms: Representatives of five Community Councils 

attended the meeting with RES at Grantshouse, each of whom 

have an opinion on the best way to manage grant money. VD put 

forward the request from ABBPCC for any monies to be paid into 

PACT.  

      JD reported on a meeting with Aikengall 2A, where SBC and  

      East Lothian were well represented but no-one from the wider    

             community had attended.  Mark Rowley was very well informed    

             and put salient points clearly. The consensus from those attending 

             was that the development should not go ahead and JD said    

             nothing seemed definite yet. Community benefits are not included  

             as part of the planning consent. JD felt he was given ample  

             opportunity to explain his position, namely his objection to the          

             further expansion of windfarms in the area rather than windfarms  

             per se.  There are currently 10 windfarms already constructed and  

             a further two have been given consent. EL asked if minutes of  

             these meetings are available. Cllr DM said the minutes are given  

             only to the Reporter who may give feedback after making his  

             decision. 

      There was a suggestion to use  £20,000 of  the available grant 

             money to conduct a feasibility study on the best was of using 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



             community funding. Scottish guidelines are promoting shared  

             ownership. 

3. Community Consultation: There has been an extensive email 

from WR and this will be discussed at the next meeting. 

4. Website: It was decided that Mail Chimp would only be used for 

ABBPCC information. That of other councils would be included 

in ‘Events’. DM is still learning how to get the best from the 

website and new things will appear from time to time. The 

website and Facebook pages are linked so new items appear on 

both. Website will no longer be an agenda item. 

6. Broadband: 

Steven Morris talked about the developments of Broadband in the area. 

BT have to reach 95% of the country, the remaining 5% incorporates the 

hard to reach areas. There is no help available for communities of less 

than 200.  Gordon and Westruther CC have been pro-active in trying to 

enable broadband in their area. They have conducted a survey which has 

had a good response and this has helped to target their support. There 

have been teething troubles but they hope to have Westruther connected 

during the first half of next year. There are a number of other initiatives 

such as Briskona. and Stobonet which rely on communities working 

together to provide relay stations, line of sight etc in a type of leapfrog 

process. Another example is the setting up of a central hub on the 

Marchmont estate which will serve 35 homes. It is important to know who 

the providers are in a given area and there is a small pot of £2000 to help 

fund research into this. The old systems are coming to an end with the 

demand for faster Broadband. There was discussion about the specific 

problems for this area including technical issues such as the distance 

between relay stations, power supply, the siting of new masts or using 

current infrastructure. There were also discussions  around recruiting 

people to help to steer the process, costs to consumers etc.  

 

6. Chairman’s Report:  

None, as covered by report for the AGM 

 

 

7. Treasurer’s report:  
There is £2,000 less coming in this year from Crystal Rig. 

Following the late return of the chequebooks, there are a number of 

outstanding bills, totalling £7,000, which can now be dealt with. There 

was a request for subcommittees to submit invoices for room hire costs 

incurred as and when needed as this will be reimbursed by SBC. 

 

8. Secretary’s report:  

All relevant information has been forwarded via email. Thanks were 

given to PC for arranging a mark of respect for John Miller. 

 

 

9. Funding Applications:   
An application to pay £2,400 for continued Tai Chi instruction at Preston 

Village Hall was agreed. 

ML asked about retrospective funding for an inflatable at Duns pool. DM 

will ask Fred Olson Renewables the question.  It was noted that 

Lammermuir children use windfarm money to cover swimming lessons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Any other business:  

Water supply at Abbey St Bathans. There is a huge demand on the now 

limited safe water supply from Shannobank. An alternative source to 

protect the supply for livestock is being considered. There has been a 

quote of £11,000 to do this, plus another £2,000 for a piping system. This 

might be an appropriate time to reinstate the earlier action group CAWS 

(Community Abbey Water System), as an active group might have more 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



credibility when applying for funds. Further costings of £7,000 plus 

£2,000 for a generator have been identified and Andy Rosher 

recommends all costs are applied for in one go although the work could 

be carried out in phases. EL asked about doing something similar to 

ensure Blackerstone’s water supplies are protected. GW suggested 

residents should also be asked to contribute as this helps people to value 

the system more. It was noted that if the CC sets a precedence and 

supports this scheme then it might have to support any others in the 

future, where water quality has been an issue. 

AB thanked the CC for supporting the £300 purchase of Christmas lights. 

They would be switched on the 1
st
 December. The CC advised ML about 

filling in an application form for tree lights, possibly LED rope lights, in 

Abbey St Bathans. Ideas for a celebration to mark the switching on were 

discussed, it was suggested ML puts her ideas together and emails them 

to the committee.  

13. Planning and Licensing Applications: None   

14. Date and Venue of Next meeting:  

26
th

 November at Preston Village Hall. 7.30.  

 

 

 

 


