
ABBEY ST BATHANS, BONKYL AND PRESTON 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held at Preston Village Hall 

26
th

 November 2015 at 7.30 pm 

 
Ref: Present:  D. Morrison (Chair), V. Kerr, T. Kerr, G. Walker, Cllr D. Moffat, 

J. Dobie, V. Dobie, W. Reid 

 

Action 

1. Apologies:  E. Lipscombe, Cllr F. Renton, P. Chandler, Cllr J. Greenwell  

J. Robson 

 

2. Approval of Minutes: 

Minutes approved.  Proposed by GW and seconded by VK 

 

 

3. Matters Arising:   

No matters arising. 

 

 

4. Police Liaison: 

DM said no report had been received.  JD asked if Community Police 

attended meetings.  DM said they did in the past but since the change to 

Police Scotland this was less likely. We are lucky we live in a low crime 

area and there was little to report. 

 

 

5. Sub groups: 

1. Resilient Communities:  DM said there was no new information. 

 

2. Wind Farms:  VD reported that there will be a meeting of 

Quixwood’s, new owners, on Tuesday 1 December 2015.  It is still 

hoped that funds will be paid into PACT.   PACT set up is now in 

progress. 

Aikengall 2 - Of the £300,000 income £100,000 is to be distributed 

between four Community Councils, £25,000 each.  The remaining 

amount is to be distributed by B Green, Dunbar. JD said he felt the 

area directly under the wind farms was not benefiting the most.  DM 

said it is because the turbines are actually sited in East Lothian.  VD 

noted that the Dunbar area is not suffering any detriment. 

  DM said this week the Berwickshire News reported a possible 8 

new turbines at Howpark Grantshouse.   

DM said that if Aikengall 2A goes ahead then funds will go to the 

local community.  Quixwood will be split between the two adjacent 

Community Council areas, Astb, B & P and Grantshouse.    Blackhill 

however, even though sited in our area, we lose out with our larger 

CC neighbour benefiting the most.  JD asked if there was any more 

information about Quixwood.  DM said we may have more news at 

the next meeting on Tuesday. 

JD congratulated the wind fall sub group members who have been 

extremely effective in their work with the wind farm companies.  

Cllr DM agreed and said that the AStBs, B & P CC had been one of 

the most successful and felt the evidence gathered by the group had 

been used to make a strong case.  JD said that now we have draft 

guidelines it should work.  

 

3. Community Consultation:  A draft has been completed and the 

final document will be distributed in December.  The Broadband 

 



survey has been delivered.  DM, WR and JD have addressed all the 

envelopes.  JD said there are 268 houses in our area and the database 

of addresses will be useful.  

6. Broadband:  DM reported that there is to be a meeting with Briskona at 

Gavinton Hall.  VD asked if an area could make its own application even if 

under 200 people as some areas will need a separate system.  DM felt that 

this would be possible and may be able to access wind farm funds but each 

area concerned would have to investigate this.  DM said he is willing to put 

up a mast.  VD said broadband service in the area is intermittent. 

 

 

7. Chairman’s Report:  DM attended Berwickshire Community Council 

Forum but reported it was poorly attended with only six Community 

Councils attending.  The question was asked if we needed to have a 

Berwickshire Community Council Forum and a decision will be made on 

this at next year’s AGM. 

One suggestion at the meeting was for one representative from all the 

Community Councils to speak for all CCs as some may find this difficult 

due to the formality of the Area Forum.  Cllr DM said in his experience the 

Area Forum was a more formal meeting and not as productive as the 

Community Council Forums.  DM said he felt it was important to continue 

as the meeting provided an opportunity for discussion and mutual support.  

VD said for example, Gavinton Community Council asked for information 

on our community consultation process. 

DM said PC highlighted at the last meeting the funding from Crystal Rig 

was £2,000 less than expected and it should remain constant.  DM said he 

has queried this and asked if a retrospective application for funding could be 

made.  He is awaiting a response from Hannah and Craig. 

 

 

8. Treasurer’s Report:  In the absence of PC, DM reported that there is 

£72,377.31 in the No 2. Bank account.  There are no up to date figures from 

the No.1 account. 

 

 

9. Secretary’s Report:  DM said nothing to report.  WR asked how the CC 

members should deal with emails as often sent around but not responded to 

at CC meetings.  WR suggested there should be an indication on the emails 

if they required response.  VD said it may help to put emails into categories, 

everyone could read them and indicate which should be responded to or 

issues raised at the next meeting.  JB suggested a reminder to look at the 

emails should be put on the agenda.  DM agreed to do so.  VD said that 

some emails from SBC could be linked to our website.  DM offered to do 

this.  WR said that collectively we could respond to emails and suggest 

which ones should go on the website, it should not be the sole responsibility 

of the secretary. 

 

 

10. Funding Applications:  Diane. Murray gave a brief presentation about a 

parenting project called “Coming up for Air’, the company CU4Air provide 

the range of sessions, courses and materials.   The Governance, Insurance, 

Oversight and PVG for the project is linked to the charitable status of Duns 

and district Parish Church.  There is no religious content in the courses.  The 

project has been running in the Duns area for 2 years.  There have been 4 

parenting courses in this time with around 24 parents attending with an 

estimated 5 parents from this CC area.  The courses are designed to support 

parents and help build a strong relationship with their children.  An easy to 

read handbook is included in the course.  The Courses are run in community 

 



venues, consist of 7 to 8 - 2 hour sessions led by trained and experienced 

facilitators.  The funding application is for the training of facilitators to 

extend the number of courses available in the area.  

The proposed funding application is for – 

Cost of training up to 12 facilitators             £8887 

Additional training day for special courses  £1508 

Total Training                                             £10395 

Cost to deliver each course                           £1050 

 

The aim of the project is to give parents ‘time out’ from busy lives to 

consider and reflect, building confidence, enhance emotional resilience, and 

resourcing in practical life issues. Diane gave examples of positive feedback 

from participating parents and the head teacher from Duns Primary with 

practical and soft outcomes reported.  Current demand for the courses in 

AStBs is 8 parents interested comprising a total of 23 children (and 6 

partners), a total of 37 people potentially being positively impacted from one 

course costing around £1050 each.  Individuals are charged £10 for materials 

and coffee. 

 

After the presentation VD Proposed the CC fund one half of the total 

training costs, a sum of £5197.50, and the cost of 2 courses at £1050 each – 

totalling £7297.50.  A figure of £7100 was unanimously agreed. DM to 

contact the applicant with the offer and subject to the offer being accepted 

and no monies paid till match funding had been secured. 

GW asked if we should check if the training courses are accredited.  GW 

will email D Murray and ask.  DM confirmed that no funds would be paid 

before match funding had been secured.  Cllr DM said SBC also provide 

support for parents. 

 

 

11. AOB:  DM asked if we all accepted the Code of Conduct for Community 

Councils.  It was agreed unanimously. 

WR asked if we could access the CC Articles.  DM said there is an updated 

one and he will access the filing cabinet to see if it holds a copy 

VD reported progress with defibrillators.  The Fry defibrillators supplied by 

Defib Shop at a price of £1,050 + £350 for a heated cabinet plus about £150 

for fitting all plus VAT.  Scottish Ambulance Service carry this make of 

defibrillators and can deliver training. VD asked if we should access 

Blackhill funds.   WR said this be actioned.  DM said the Heart Start 

programmes also supply defibrillators and Colin Baxter could advise on 

sites.  VD said we could look at other options.  JD suggested one could be 

situated at the church which is close to the main population area rather than 

the village hall in A St Bs, all agreed the church porch would be the best site 

and VD said she will make an application to Blackhill for funding. 

 

 

12. Planning:  Cumledge planning application was agreed with no objections.  

VD commented that the planning applications are difficult to understand as 

we only receive plans. 

 

 

13. Date and Time of Next Meeting 

 

Thursday 28 January 2016, at 7.30pm in Abbey St Bathans Village Hall 

 

 

 


