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Executive Summary 
 
Key Driver and Purpose of the Work 

Community Enterprise has been appointed by Abbey St. Bathans, Bonkyl and Preston 
Community Council to prepare a Community Action Plan for the community council area. 
The aim of the Community Action Plan is to set out a shared and aspiring vision for the 
future of the area that will support everyone to work together to achieve positive change 
and development in their community.   

The main catalyst for this work is the significant Community Benefit money that the area is 
due to receive over the next 25 years from the wind farm developments surrounding the 
villages. The Community Council has community benefit money from 3 different wind farms; 

1. Chrystal Rigg which has a small grant scheme that community groups can 
currently apply to 

2. Blackhill Farm – this scheme covers 4 different community councils 

3. Banks Renewables is a new wind farm which will potentially be worth around £60k 
per annum. 

There is a need to found future initiatives on the evidenced needs and priorities of local 
people, creating a mechanism that has a focus and can make a clear difference to the 
villages and the people that live there. 

The action plans will identify priorities as a suite of actions to be delivered over an achievable 
timeframe.  This will also provide the evidence required to empower the groups during the 
next stage of discussion with the wind farm developers. 

This report is a summary of the findings gathered during the consultation with the 
community. This will be considered by the Community Council and used as the basis for a 
final community event which will be used to present the findings, gather feedback and 
prioritise actions. It will also be an opportunity to persuade other members of the 
community to become involved in helping to deliver these actions. 

A decision will also be required on whether the Community Council is the right body to take 
the plan forward or whether this should be done through either another existing local 
community organisation or through a new organisation created to implement the actions set 
out in the final plan. 

Once future actions have been agreed, a short Community Action Plan summarising the 
main points will be designed and printed for distribution to every household in the 
community.  
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Methodology 
Engaging with everyone in the local community is a vital part of the Community Action Plan.  
The highly participative process has included;  

• 2 community event to bring people together to share their ideas  

• A survey distributed to every household in the community –  in paper format plus a 
link to the online survey 

• A focus group to allow further discussion of emerging ideas 

• Stakeholder interviews to follow up on specific areas 

• Research into community broadband as connectivity was identified as a local priority 

• Demographic and policy information to set the operating context. 

This research report presents these findings to the Community Council and will be used as 
the basis for the prioritisation and development of the Community Action Plan. 

 

Key Findings 
What residents like about Abbey St. Bathans, Bonkyl and Preston 

People generally are very satisfied with the area as a place to live. 85% of the 143 people 
who answered the survey gave it 8 or more out of 10, with an overall average score of 8.5 
out of 10. 48 people gave it full marks. People particularly like the scenery and environment, 
the sense of community and that it is a great place to bring up children. 

The most frequently used facilities are the two village halls and the local footpaths. 

The challenges of living in the area 

• Lack of connectivity – slow broadband speed and poor/no mobile signal 

• Lack of a village shop 

• Lack of and poor maintenance of footpaths and roadside verges 

• Transport, particularly public transport  

• Road repairs, maintenance and winter gritting 

Emerging priorities 

Two ideas ranked clearly ahead of the others: 

• 1st - Investing in community assets was most popular, although there is no clear 
preference for any one specific type of community asset. 

• 2nd - Investing in connectivity was a very close second. 

Community assets and activities 

Although people in Preston are in favour of investing in community assets, they did not 
come down in favour of any particular asset but favoured a full range of assets. Opinion is 
split between investing in the existing village hall in Preston (63%) and replacing it with a 
new facility (at 23% the least popular of all the options given). In these facilities, people are 
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keen to see a community shop, café and a pub. People would also like to see investment in a 
children’s play park, community transport, cycle ways and pathways, and improvements to 
the cemetery. 

In Abbey St Bathans the picture is clearer with the vast majority preferring to replace the 
existing village hall with a new facility (77%) rather than investing in the current hall (41%). 
Again they would like this new facility to include a community café and pub, with fewer in 
favour of a community shop. They would also like to see investment in community transport 
and improvements to the church.  

Suggestions for use of the improved facilities in Preston were for health and well-being 
activities and an internet suite (68%). In Abbey the most popular suggestion was youth 
activities, followed by health and wellbeing activities.   

People at open events said they want to see more social activities of all sorts and for all ages 
to try to create more of a community spirit, improve communication and reduce loneliness. 
The survey backed this up with 58/59% favouring community get-togethers.   

A recurring theme was the lack of people to organise and co-ordinate activities in the 
villages. One suggestion was to use the wind farm money to pay someone to be responsible 
for opening up and cleaning the village halls, arrange activities and co-ordinate community 
transport, particularly for older people. 

Connectivity 

Connectivity was identified as an issue for the Preston and Abbey St. Bathans area, 
particularly for many people in the outlying farms and communities. There were repeated 
calls for action to get fibre optic internet connection/ faster broadband for the area and to 
improve mobile phone coverage. 

Bob Murison from Community Broadband Scotland offered to do a presentation to the 
Community Councils.  

The Mobile Infrastructure project which was meant to provide better mobile coverage across 
the country is well behind schedule so the area is unlikely to benefit from this in the near 
future. 

Other ideas 

Water supply and sewerage also came up repeatedly as an issue for Abbey St Bathans with a 
variety of suggestions for improvements. 

There was support for investing in recreational provision, particularly children’s play parks in 
both Preston and Abbey St Bathans. 

Some people were in favour of creating Trust Funds to benefit future generations or offering 
bursaries, etc.to benefit the current generation of young people. Others favoured sharing 
some of the benefit with the local schools. 

There were comments throughout the consultation process on the problems of poor road 
and path maintenance. These are issues that the Community Council can take to Scottish 
Borders Council. 
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Communications and further involvement 

People were enthusiastic throughout the community consultation although the tendency to 
assume that “someone else” should be implementing the ideas came through strongly. 

Lack of communication was identified as an issue in a scattered community without focal 
points like a village shop or school. The preferred methods of receiving information about 
community activities and events in Preston are flyers through the door and items in the 
Berwickshire News. In Abbey St Bathans the most popular communication methods are via 
the community website and by email. 

There was considerable interest in becoming further involved: 

• 14 people are interested in being on the Community Council – all left contact details 

• 19 would like to help as volunteers  

• 22 are willing to help with community events  

80 people left their contact details to be entered into the prize draw. All contact details have 
been passed on separately. 
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Baseline information 
Area Overview1 
Abbey St Bathans, Bonkyl & Preston Community Council is situated in a rural part of East 
Berwickshire.  

 

                                                 
1 Abbey St Bathans, Bonkyl & Preston Community Council Area October 2012 – Scottish Borders Council 
http://www.scotborders.gov.uk/downloads/file/7693/abbey_st_bathans_bonkyl_and_preston_community_council
_area_october_2012 
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Preston, the largest settlement, lies in the more accessible eastern part of the Community 
Council area, 3 miles north of Duns. It is mainly a residential settlement, surrounded by 
farmland. Local services in the village are limited but include a village hall and B&B. A wide 
range of services are available in nearby Duns. The settlement has capacity for expansion in 
the area to the east of the village at Preston Farm.  

Abbey St Bathans is a small community situated in a steep wooded valley of the Whiteadder 
Water, which is historically prone to flooding. Facilities in the community include a village 
hall, telephone, nearby restaurant and fish farm but no local shop and no accommodation 
services since the closure of the SHYA Youth Hostel. A feature of the community is the 
historic Abbey St Bathans kirk. Visitors are also attracted to Edin’s Hall Broch, a well-
preserved Iron Age defensive structure. The scenic area is crossed by several long-distance 
walking routes, including the Southern Upland way, and is on the SBC Core Paths network.  
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16.5%

57.1%

26.4%
Children

Working Age

Pensionable Age

Road transport in the area is reasonably accessible in the eastern half of the Community 
Council Area with links south to Duns and north onto the A1, but more limited in the west, 
around the Abbey St Bathans area which backs onto the Lammermuir hills. The network of 
minor roads in the western half of the area can become difficult or damaged by large 
vehicles and winter weather. 

 

Policy and Demographics 
Population 

Scottish Neighbourhood Statistics2 shows a total population of 683 in 2013 for the 
Berwickshire Central Ward including Preston, Abbey St Bathans and Bonkyl3. This is 
considerably higher than the 608 in the 2001 Census figure, an increase of 1.1% p.a. 
(compared to an annual growth rate of 0.4% for Scotland as a whole). 

The population is made up 
of 57.1% of people of 
working age; 26.4% of 
pensionable age and 16.5% 
children. 

Like much of the Scottish 
Borders, the percentage of 
people of pensionable age 
is well above the Scottish 
average of 19.8%. 

 

Housing 

Most houses are either owned (62%) or privately rented (34%). House prices averaged 
£204,890 in 2013, well above the averages for the Scottish Borders of £166,616 and the 
Scottish average of £162,266. The Community Resilience Plan4 states that vacant and second 
homes at 5% and 2% respectively are on a par with the Borders average, although again this 
is high by Scottish standards (3.2% and 1.8%). 

Household structures tend to be more towards traditional families with fewer single adult 
households or households with occupied Council Tax exemptions. 

Deprivation indicators 

The Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) statistics show low levels of deprivation in 
the datazone2 including the Preston and Abbey St. Bathans area in terms of income, 
employment, health, education, crime and housing.  

                                                 
2http://www.sns.gov.uk/Reports/Report.aspx?ReportId=2&AreaTypeId=ZN:Data%20Zone&AreaId=S
01005482 
3 Information for Datazone S01005482 (Preston, Abbey S. Bathans and Edrom - best fit datazone to 
the Abbey St Bathans, Bonkyl & Preston Community Council Area) 
4 Abbey St Bathans, Bonkyl & Preston Community Council Area October 2012  
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In fact it ranks as one of the 10% of areas in Scotland with the least crime. Other indicators 
show that the area is statistically affluent. 

 

Indicator Datazone –  

S01005482 

Scottish 
Borders 

Scotland 

Income deprived 6% 10% 13% 

Employment deprived 5% 10% 13% 

Aged 16-24 claiming Key Benefits 9.1% 12.2% 12.7% 

Aged 50-64 claiming Key Benefits 14.4% 12.8% 19% 

 

The one area of disadvantage is geographic access to services with the Preston and Abbey 
St. Bathans area in the 10% most access deprived areas in Scotland. The table below shows 
that access is particularly difficult and time consuming for people reliant on public transport: 

Service Drive time (minutes) Public transport time 
(minutes) 

Post Office 7.0 22.6 

Supermarket / shopping facility 9.1 30.3 

GP 8.7 29.8 

 

 

Policy – National 
The Scottish Government’s overarching aim is to increase sustainable economic growth. Five 
strategic objectives underpin this purpose:  

1. Wealthier and Fairer 

2. Smarter 

3. Safer and Stronger 

4. Healthier 

5. Greener 
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The Scottish Government Economic Strategy 

The aim is to make Scotland a more successful country, with opportunities for all to flourish 
through increasing sustainable economic growth. In 2011 an update to the economic 
strategy was published which gives clear priority to accelerating economic recovery, with a 
range of measures to tackle unemployment and promote employability.   

There are six strategic priorities to drive sustainable economic growth and develop a more 
resilient and adaptable economy: 

• Supportive business environment 

• Transition to a low carbon economy 

• Learning, skills and wellbeing 

• Infrastructure development and place 

• Effective government 

• Equity 

 

Scottish Government Rural Strategy 

The Scottish Government states that it is committed to supporting rural life, rural 
communities and the rural economy and to do so it has 'mainstreamed' the needs of rural 
Scotland within all of its policies. 

The Rural Development Council was set up to consider how best rural Scotland can 
contribute to the creation of a more successful country, through increasing sustainable 
economic growth.  

Our Rural Future, published in March 2011, is the Scottish Government’s response to the 
Speak up for Rural Scotland Consultation. Speak Up for Rural Scotland set out the Rural 
Development Council's views on what mattered for the rural economy. Our Rural Future 
identifies the key priorities arising from the Council's advice and the views of consultees, 
highlighting where action needs to be taken and commitments shared. 

The Scottish Government wants to see: 

• a rural Scotland that is outward looking and dynamic - with a diverse economy and 
active communities. 

• rural communities growing in confidence and diversity, supported by high quality 
public services.  

• young people from rural communities having the opportunity to build careers and 
prosperous futures in the area where they grew up.  

• rural Scotland participating fully in the global exchange of ideas and culture, with the 
right connections to make this happen, including high speed broadband and 
appropriate transport infrastructure.  

• rural businesses making best use of local assets and talent to become even more 
competitive and enterprising. 
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All of these are highly relevant for people living and working in the Preston and Abbey St. 
Bathans area. 

The Scottish Government has set the following priorities for rural Scotland: 

Infrastructure Priorities  

1. Higher speed broadband 

2. An improved supply of affordable housing in the places where it is needed, using 
designs which are appropriate and sustainable 

3. Affordable motor fuel and the effective use of public transport 

4. Improving rural healthcare services 

Land Use Priorities 

1. Better partnership working to co-ordinate and agree on land use purpose and 
priorities 

Community Participation Priorities 

1. Renewable energy developments with shared benefits for communities, 
commercial developers and land managers 

2. A more effective partnership between communities and Community Planning 
Partnerships/Local Authorities 

3. Capacity and skills development for communities 

Business and skills priorities 

1. Local business growth, making best use of local resources. The growth of the 
business community is recognised as fundamental to boosting sustainable 
economic growth in the rural economy.  

2. Skills training based on the needs of the local economy 

3. Public procurement opportunities for local businesses. 

 

The Community Empowerment (Scotland) Bill 
This was put forward in the Scottish Parliament on 11 June 2014 and is still in process. 

It includes measures on Community Right to Buy which are designed to help communities to 
take control of local land and buildings that are important to them. This includes doing up 
empty buildings or building new buildings for community projects.  

Communities in countryside areas can already exercise the Right to Buy for a particular 
building or piece of land. When the owner of that land or building decides to sell it, they 
have to sell it to the community organisation if the Scottish Government agrees. The Scottish 
Government wants to change the law so that communities all over Scotland can do the 
same. They will also make the law about this easier to use.  

In some communities there is derelict land and run-down buildings. Under the new bill, 
community organisations will be able to buy this type of land or buildings for the 
community, even if the owner does not want to sell the land.  
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The legislation will also make it more straightforward for communities to take on public 
sector land and buildings, for the first time giving local groups the initial say in which land 
and buildings they are interested in.  

It will provide Scotland’s community councils with a new statutory role in relation to the 
common good, recognising their important role as voices for local communities.  

It will give communities a voice in the services the public sector delivers, recognising the 
place of local democracy, and drive further integration and improved partnership working in 
public services, which can be a critical enabler of community empowerment.  

 

 Digital strategy5 

In October 2010, the Scottish Government set out its Digital Ambition for Scotland which is: 

• that next generation broadband will be available to all by 2020, and significant 
progress will be made by 2015; and 

• that the rate of broadband uptake by people in Scotland should be at or above the 
UK average by 2013, and should be highest among the UK nations by 2015. 

The strategy recognises that good broadband connectivity is an enabler of economic growth 
in rural areas. It also recognises that parts of rural Scotland are not able to exploit or benefit 
fully from digital opportunities. The combination of poor connectivity and limited ICT skills 
can lead to digital exclusion for many people. It can also increase the “digital divide” and 
lower opportunities for learning, reduce access to public services and inhibit business 
growth. In turn, rural areas may lose their competitive advantage and be seen as less 
attractive places to do business. 

The Government recognises that in terms of connectivity, rural areas will suffer if left to the 
market alone. This is because the commercial case often doesn’t stack up – up-front costs for 
rolling out next generation broadband can be high with little or no commercial return on 
that investment. 

Its commitments include significantly improving rural 3G coverage and further supporting 
rural communities to develop sustainable models for delivery of broadband infrastructure 
and services.  

 

Policy – Local 
Single Outcome Agreements set out how the Scottish Government and Community Planning 
Partnerships will “work towards improving outcomes for the local people in a way that reflects 
local circumstances and priorities”6. Each Single Outcome Agreement is tailored to the local 
area and reflects the needs and circumstances of that region.  

                                                 
5 Scotland’s Digital Future A Strategy for Scotland, Scottish Government, Edinburgh, 2011 
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Scottish Borders’ priorities, as set out in its Single Outcome Agreement are: 

Priority 1: Encouraging sustainable economic growth 

Priority 2: Improving attainment and achievement levels for all our children and young 
people, both within and out with the formal curriculum 

Priority 3: Providing high quality support, care and protection to children, young people, 
adults, families, and older people 

Priority 4: Building the capacity and resilience of our communities and voluntary sector 

Priority 5: Maintaining and improving our high quality environment 

Priority 6: Developing our workforce 

Priority 7: Developing our assets and resources 

Priority 8: Ensuring excellent, adaptable, collaborative and accessible public services 

 

Local Development 7 

 

                                                 
7 http://www.scotborders.gov.uk/downloads/file/1363/grantshouse 



15 

 

 

Although there is no identified pressure for development within Preston, there is pressure in 
Duns. The redevelopment of Preston Farm will meet any identified development need and 
any further expansion will only be considered after the redevelopment. 

Development to the west of the settlement will be resisted and the land to the south west is 
subject to flood risk. The fields surrounding Preston are prime agricultural land. 

Affordable housing will require to be provided under the provisions of Policy HD1 and the 
Supplementary Guidance/Supplementary Planning Guidance on Affordable Housing. 

Funds have been identified to relocate Duns Primary School to the old Berwickshire High 
School. This will be a major refurbishment project. Developer contributions will be sought in 
the Duns PS catchment to assist in the provision of additional capacity. A contribution 
towards Berwickshire High School will also be sought to supplement Scottish Borders 
Council’s investment in the new school 

With regards to Waste Water Treatment Works and Water Treatment Works, Preston 
currently has sufficient capacity for waste water treatment. 
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Community Consultation 
Community events  

Two “Friends, Food & Future” community events were held , one on Sunday afternoon 19th 
October in Preston Village Hall and the second on Friday 24th October 2014 in Abbey St. 
Bathans Hall. Local people could choose which they wanted to come to. Both were very well 
attended by a wide cross section of the community, covering the full age spectrum.  Packed 
halls enjoyed excellent food, music, chat and an opportunity to find out about the 
community consultation. 

Display boards were used to show some ideas from other wind farm areas and table 
discussion was encouraged. 

After the introductions and the food, everyone was asked to share their thoughts on good 
things about the Preston and Abbey St. Bathans area, the challenges and how the wind farm 
money could be used to make life better for everyone in the area. Everyone proved very 
enthusiastic and covered the wall with post-its telling us what they thought. We were keen to 
make sure that the children’s ideas were included; the younger children drew pictures with 
their ideas which will be on display at the final open meeting. 

Note that throughout this report, where the same idea came up more than once, the number 
of mentions is shown in brackets after the suggestion. 

Preston Community Event  
Good things in Preston and Abbey St. Bathans to build on 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key challenges in Preston and Abbey St. Bathans 

• Lack of footpaths and cycle paths; dangerous roads 

• Roads need repair 

• Communication and promotion of events, etc.; needed to overcome apathy 

Preston Hall            
(2 mentions) 

The street lights 
work 

 

People are very 
friendly The 

community 
is very 
good 

The view of 
the fields 

It’s safe for kids 
to play out 

People are 
welcomed 

here 
A very 

friendly 
community 
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• Broadband too slow – (2 mentions) 

• Lack of food shop; shop too far away; having to drive to Duns to get food. 

• Not much entertainment for young kids 

• Need to make developers deliver on promise of cash. Too many rules prohibit 
would be users. Money should be available, even retrospectively. 

 

What could be done to make Preston and Abbey St. Bathans better? 

Community buildings/facilities 

• Preston Village hall upgrade; Solar panels on Preston Village Hall (4); underfloor 
heating for the village hall 

• New, bigger hall for Abbey St. Bathans – (6 mentions) 

• Develop Preston Hall further – historic info; events’ info; open doors more; use as 
drop-in centre 

• Gym for village hall; sports centre 

• Refurbish Preston Kirk and surrounds; improvements to Preston cemetery (2); 
Preston Kirk needing attention – gate, paths, walls and general tidy up; provide 
parking at church / cemetery (5) 

• Bonkyl Kirk – tidy up; Refurbish Bonkyl churchyard – reinstate stones, etc.; 

• A clock tower on future church 

• Playpark in Preston (5).  Add BBQ, picnic tables, etc. Rent a field from a farmer for 
this. 

• Community allotments/orchard 

• Community-owned sheltered housing 

• Care home 

• A library 

• Skate park (indoors) (3) 

• Football/rugby pitch 

• An indoor tennis facility that local people of any age can use for free. Too many 
facilities are at least 10 miles away and with increasing fuel cost, people cannot 
afford to travel 

• Community horse and stables for all children 

• Removal of redundant building at Cumledge Mill road end 

Other facilities 

• Community Shop (7) 

• Community owned pub in Preston (2); community cider press 

• Café /restaurant (4) 
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• Post office; Mobile post office (2); mobile bank 

• Fuel station (3) 

• Skid pan to teach youngsters how to control a car in a skid and driver safety, as the 
majority of accidents (fatalities) happen on country roads involving under-25s. 

• Swimming pool 

• Pick your own fruit & veg;  

• An ice cream farm 

• A garden centre; a florist 

• A recording studio for music 

• A golf course 

• Quad bike trails (2) 

• Zoo 

• Local branch of University of the Third age 

Infrastructure 

• Improve environment to make it more wildlife friendly for wild flowers as well as 
birds and animals 

• Stone circle planted up 

• Tidy up and repair roadsides; path maintenance and brush control at various 
locations; passing places on Drakemyre road; access only on B6355 Preston to 
Chirnside 

• Sort out potholes 

• Funding for farmers to keep roads clear during winter (take pressure off Council); 
Winter snow clearance/ gritting scheme for remote areas 

• Pavements – from Duns to Preston; from Cumledge to cemetery 

• Better signage for Preston at each end of village; better signage re road 
conditions e.g. no passing places, walkers, horses, agricultural vehicles 

• New/improved cycling and walking tracks with proper footpaths (3); marked 
walks and pathways with benches and map boards (2); improve rights of way – 
Marden/ hogweed; better bike trails 

• Trails along riverbank (2) e.g. Cumledge bridge to bridge down from Marden and 
bridge up to Cockburn Mill  

• Improve picnic provision at Cumledge bridge i.e. toilets, etc. 

• Safe cycle way/footpath from Preston to Duns; Cycle path from Preston and 
Abbey St. Bathans to Co’path 

• Car park in Preston; hard standing layby at Preston Ford 

• Parking at Preston cemetery 
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• Better bus service as last bus through Preston to Duns is 3.10pm (2); specific bus 
stop near telephone box 

Community Transport 

• Community minibus  

• Local community transport service (4); transport in rural areas where no buses exist. 

• Community taxi to provide flexible transport system; Community minibus /taxi with 
driver running to and from Duns / Chirnside /Preston at very low cost e.g. 1p/mile; 
voucher taxi scheme for elderly and disabled 

• Electric vehicles (sale and test); electric car plug-in recharge point 

Communications 

• Fibre optic internet connection/ faster broadband for the area (14) 

• Broadband for TD11 3QA (18 houses at Lintlaw and Slighhouses) 

• Improve mobile phone coverage (3) 

• Regular newsletter – We are a small community, scattered over a large area so the 
Community Council could produce a newsletter to update people on local issues. 

Activities 

• More community events – parties; annual Family Day;  summer fair (2); sports days; 
raft racing, bogey racing; Bonfire night (3); Burns Supper; more events like this 

• Musical evenings in village hall (2); Concerts and theatre productions 

• Christmas parties (5); with disco for kids; more Christmas time activities 

• Panto trips for families and children, paid for (4) 

• Seasonal lunches in the village hall for all, maybe 4 per year 

• Movie nights (3) 

• Beer festival in Preston and Abbey St Bathans 

• Youth club Abbey St Bathans and Preston 

• Art club (2) 

• Knitting, sewing and crochet clubs 

• Musical tuition for children and adults – buy instruments (piano, guitar, violin) and 
employ a music teacher 

• First aid courses 

• Classes/ courses e.g. cooking, sewing/patchwork, stick making, dry stone dyking, 
willow weaving; Rural Skills courses with bursaries for school leavers to learn useful 
skills 

• Swimming lessons for all primary children in the area 

• Monthly bookstall – new, second hand sales and swaps 

• Church service in hall on Sundays or special occasions 
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• Young rangers group 

• Sports – squash courts; badminton; tennis lessons 

• Healthy living group – keep fit, Tai Chi (2), yoga (2), etc.; Exercise/ dance classes in 
village hall; Pilates, kick boxing; Dancing lessons – Latin, Charleston 

• A fun run (say 2K) every week – how about Saturday at 10am? 

• Horse riding/ lessons (2); driving lessons 

• Trips - to ice rink; swimming pool; cinema; sailing (3) at Whiteadder and surfing at 
Coldingham; Sage Centre in Newcastle 

• Trips for families/ children to Alnwick Castle, Edinburgh Castle, Tattoo, boat trips 
Bass Rock and Seahouses 

• Bake sale 

Other ideas 

• Cheaper electricity/ subsidy for households/ help towards fuel bills (9) 

• Community energy purchase scheme with employee to offer every household the 
chance to transfer to best deal available each year 

• Energy conservation measures for homes e.g. Photo Voltaic panels (3) 

• Contribution to help households install renewable energy in homes e.g. solar panels, 
biomass, efficient boilers; insulation, ground source pumps (2) 

• Non-electric house heating schemes e.g. biomass, ground source pumps, etc. 

• Improvements to community water supplies 

• Community free range chickens 

• Defibrillators in every village – with training on how to use them  

• Community freecycle scheme 

• Skip day once or twice a year 

Longer-term investments 

• Maximise income from wind farms; Community must control monies obtained 

• Buy a wind turbine for the community with profit into a Trust Fund 

• Have our own wind turbine to generate electricity for the village. 

• Install a hydro generation unit on the Whiteadder – this produces a year round 
revenue 

• Some money to be invested/kept for future generations e.g. in 25 years+; Set up a 
Trust Fund for the future.  

Funding suggestions 

• Funding for local groups to use village hall e.g. badminton, archery, quiz nights, 
music evenings 
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• Funding for Young Farmers for travelling to compete at national events e.g. hockey, 
clay pigeon, member of the Year 

• Funding for running costs of Duns Pool; funding to sustain the community owned 
Duns Swimming Pool 

• Funding for Berwickshire High School Music dept.  

• Funding for sports kit for schools and new parks and pitches 

• Some financial support for Riding for the Disabled  

Additional ideas drawn by younger children 

• Play park (2) – with swing, playhouse, slide, climbing frame, roundabout, zip wire 

• Christmas celebration with lights on trees and a visit by Santa Claus (and his 
reindeer) 

• Community paths and landscaping – with trees,  lake, tee-pees, treasure island and 
pirate ship, and a bonfire 

• Community horse and stable 

• Community farm with sheep and pigs 

 

Abbey St Bathans Community Event 
Good things in Preston and Abbey St. Bathans to build on 
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Key challenges in Preston and Abbey St. Bathans 

• Broadband connection slow (2) 

• Lack of mobile signal (2) 

• Lack of connectivity in general terms (3) 

• Transport 

• Remoteness 

• Lack of village focal point such as shop, pub, etc. 

• Water supply 

• Fuel running costs in people in rural areas 

• Roads in bad weather 

• Rural roads need repairs now 

• Lack of facilities for younger residents 

• Raising children with nowhere to go where they can safely have fun 

• Lack of employment 

• Lack of community social venue e.g. café, pub 

 

What could be done to make Preston and Abbey St. Bathans better? 

Community buildings/facilities 

• New Abbey Village Hall with adequate car parking (10) 

• Repair village hall 

• Community sports facilities 

• Play park for the children (3) 

• Place for children to meet for activities, inside and outside 

• Community shop 

• Community café (2) 

• Community pub (2) 

• Upgrade Riverside Café to community-owned public bar and eatery (2) 

• Tennis court 

• Kids’ den 

• Community shop/lunch hall/café (part-time) for locals and for tourists 

• Community orchard (4);  

• Community woodland; community veg garden; community polytunnels (2); 
community food – dehydrator; community kitchen garden with produce available 
for sale to local people 
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• Community livestock farming e.g. chickens, ducks, pigs 

• Prominent tree to be wired up with tiny clear lights 

Other facilities 

• Contribution towards enhancement of riverside cafe 

• Adventure park (would attract tourists) 

• Outward Bound/ adventure/ Bushcraft training centre 

• Countryside Centre – courses, accommodation, activities, outdoorsy pursuits 

• Horse riding outdoor school/ arena (2); equestrian facilities for training/schooling 
horses (could generate income by renting out to groups/ individuals 

• Outpost for the Royal Botanic Gardens; an arboretum 

• Nature observation centre/ conservation 

• Screen and projector  

• Microscope 

• Telescope 

• Transit travellers site 

• Recording studio for Borders music 

Infrastructure 

• Road maintenance and repairs (3) 

• Cutting grass beside paths so that pedestrians can get off the roads to avoid 
dangerous traffic 

• Cycle pathways (2); refurbished footpaths 

• Roadside planting of fruit-bearing trees; daffodils in verges (2) 

• Initiatives to improve beauty of village – bin stores (2), flower planters, painting 
woodwork and benches (2) 

• Snow clearing equipment based locally (2); salt bins 

• Bus shelters for school routes 

• Farm road repairs 

• Parking facilities 

Community Transport 

• Community minibus  

• Transport for people who can’t manage to drive to activities and opportunities 

• Bus for nursery children to go to nursery 

• Car sharing for shopping trips 

• Helicopter? 
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Communications 

• Fibre optic internet connection/ faster broadband for the area (9) 

• Improve mobile phone coverage (more masts) (6) 

• Abbey St Bathans’ website 

Activities 

• More community events like this – community entertainment with food quarterly (3) 

• Monthly socials – film, music, food, social, dance, darts, Ping-Pong evenings 

• Bus trips (2) 

• Visiting speakers 

• Community art projects; Art centre, courses, equipment, talks 

• Craft groups – knitting, weaving, spinning, sewing, embroidery, tartan making, fine 
lace knitting; reviving lost Scottish crafts 

• Community film nights (2); Art-house cinema showing independent films (2) 

• Fireworks for community fireworks party (2) 

• Youth training events/ centre (2) 

• Ranger-led walks 

• Sponsorship of village events that showcase Scottish culture e.g. ceilidhs, music, 
drama 

• Skills’ building – music tuition; dry stone walling; foraging courses; first aid training; 
vegetable growing courses/composting advice 

• Archery lessons (in hall?) 

• Kayak school 

• Develop James Hutton history (local geologist) – name new hall after him 

Other ideas 

• Hydro-electric scheme 

• Reduction in /help with electricity bills (4) 

• Community generators (2) 

• Technical support for design of electricity storage /back-up power for power cuts; 
better electricity supply security, automatically triggered by outages 

• Double glazing for everyone; solar power for houses 

• Replacement of old lead wiring in houses (safety issue) 

• Free winter tyres 

• Community reed bed for sewage; water treatment  

• Septic tanks (2) 

• Access to mains water (3); boreholes 
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• Employ a community handy man 

• Sponsorship for twinning (2); exchange visits, especially for youths; twinning with a 
village in a developing country (2) 

• Develop and promote an Abbey St Bathans tourist circuit 

• Fund a new section of the fish farm as a tourist attraction – this would create jobs 

Longer-term investments 

• Community-owned wind farm, providing cheap/free power, especially during power 
cuts on the main grid 

• Some kind of utility company 

• Community energy project – towards becoming a carbon neutral community, with 
potential to feed excess into National Grid 

• Create Wealth Fund and only use interest/dividend to fund applications (2) 

• Legacy fund 

Funding suggestions 

• Money for catchment schools – for playgrounds, trips, specialists 

• Benefit many communities by developing the materials and equipment at the High 
School; Develop the High School library into a community resource run by the 
community 

• Funding for a scholarship (university); educational grants, scholarships (2) 

• Travel grants for students; education grants for young people to study abroad and 
broaden their horizons (like the Nuffield scholarship) e.g. game keeping and farming 
in New Zealand 

• Funding for small businesses in the valley 

• Fund swimming lessons for the community 

• Fund driving lessons for youngsters, plus follow up skid awareness course 

On a less serious note (I think!) 

• Free Thistly for everyone 

 Pictures drawn by younger children 

• Play park (6); with swings, roundabout, chute, see-saw, water play and grass to play 
on 

• Indoor play barn 

• Fireworks display (2) 

• Community farm with animals and lake 

• New village hall 

• Easy access to the river 

• Music Saturdays 
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• Baking contest 

• Café 

• Museum 

• Vet  

• Always happy 

 

Community Survey findings 
A community survey was drafted with questions based on the feedback from the open 
meetings and input from the members of the Community Council. A paper copy of the 
survey was distributed to every household in the community council area, together with the 
link to the online survey for those who prefer to complete it online. 

143 people completed the survey, 30% from Preston village, 33% from Abbey St Bathans and 
36% from the surrounding areas including Cumledge Mill, Cockburn Mill, Chirnside and 
Blanere. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30.4%

33.3%

36.2%

Where do you live?

Preston

Abbey St. Bathans

The surrounding area
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Although all age groups were represented, almost half were in the 50 to 64 age bracket. 

 
When asked to rate Preston or Abbey St Bathans as a place to live (on a scale of 1 to 10) the 
majority of people (85%) rated it as between 8-10 an average of 8.5.  This shows that 
people generally are very satisfied with the area as a place to live.  
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The most frequently used local facilities are the local footpaths and the two village halls 

Which of the following local facilities do you use? – 131 responses 

Answer Options Response 
Per cent 

Response 
Count 

Preston Village Hall 53.4% 70 

Abbey Village Hall 36.6% 48 

Bonkyl Church 19.1% 25 

Abbey St Bathans Old Kirk 32.8% 43 

Local footpaths 67.9% 89 

Any other facilities (please specify) 6 

The 6 other facilities/activities mentioned were:  

• Preston Forest 

• Fishing on the river Whiteadder and shooting 

• Walking on open land 

• Really miss the bottle bank that used to be in Preston. 

• Post box School bus  

• Local private water supply (one of the most important and valued of local facilities in 
Abbey St Bathans) 

 

Residents who attended the launch events in Preston and Abbey St. Bathans came up with 
some initial suggestions and ideas for the wind farm money. Examples of how other 
communities across Scotland have spent wind farm money were also included as 
suggestions. The ideas were:  

• Community Assets - Investing in improvements to, or replacement of the existing Village 
Halls in Preston and Abbey St. Bathans, and /or considering options for other new 
community facilities such as a community shop, cafe or pub, or community transport. 

• Recreational Provision - Investing in new and existing recreational facilities such as a 
children's play park, improving cycle ways and footpaths, or new recreational and 
sporting provision. 

• Creating Trust Funds - Investing part of the funds for the future with the aim of 
providing income in the long-term for community projects or educational bursaries. 
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• Green Initiatives for the Home and Community Buildings - Investing in energy saving 
solutions for the home such as loft and cavity wall insulation, solar panels, greener 
heating systems, etc. 

• Domestic Fuel / Energy Subsidies - Providing contributions to local residents to cover 
part of the cost of fuel and energy costs in the home. 

• Infrastructure Developments & Improvements - Linking into mains water, improving 
access roads, etc.  

• Connectivity - Improving connectivity through faster broadband, better internet 
connections and boosting mobile signal. 

• Community Energy Generation - Investing now for greater returns later. Some 
communities have bought their own wind turbine/ hydro generation scheme.  

• Community Growing - This could be creating a community garden or a community 
orchard or planting roadside verges with bulbs, etc. It could also include inter-
generational growing activities and classes in planting, composting, etc. 

• Community Events and Activities - Holding more events and activities to bring local 
people together in recreational, social and leisure pursuits. 

Respondents were asked to rank these ideas by priority - from 1st (the idea I like most) to 
10th (the idea I like least). 

2 ideas ranked clearly ahead of the others: 

1st - Investing in community assets was most popular 

2nd - Investing in connectivity was a very close second. 

 

There was a gap to the next most popular options: 

• Creating Trust Funds (3rd) 

• Investing in recreational provision (4th) 

• The others were grouped fairly closely together: 

• Contributions to domestic fuel / energy subsidies (5th) 

• Green initiatives for home and community buildings (6th) 

• Holding community events and activities (7th) 

• Infrastructure developments and improvements (8th) 

Less popular was investment in community energy generation (9th) and community 
growing has least appeal, some way behind in last place. 
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Respondents were asked “If you think investing in 'community assets' is a good idea, which of 
the following would you prefer?” People were able to select multiple answers and many 
people selected several. Some people also ticked boxes for both Preston and Abbey which 
has distorted the figures in the table below so that the total percentages do not add up to 
100%. 

Although people in Preston are in favour of investing in the village hall, opinion is split 
between investing in the existing village hall (63%) and replacing it with a new facility (23%). 

As in Preston, people are in favour of investing in the Abbey Village hall. In Abbey St Bathans 
however the majority would prefer to replace it with a new facility (77%) rather than 
investing in the existing village hall (41%). 
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If you think investing in 'community assets' is a good idea, which of the following 
would you prefer? 

Answer Options In Preston In Abbey 
St Bathans 

Response 
Count 

Investing in the existing village hall 40 (63%) 26 (41%) 63 

Developing a new community hall 11 (23%) 36 (77%) 47 

Developing a children's play park 29 (67%) 19 (44%) 43 

Developing cycle ways and path ways 36 (69%) 27 (42%) 52 

Developing a community shop within 
existing facilities 

26 (68%) 17 (45%) 38 

Developing a community cafe within 
existing facilities 

22 (63%) 19 (54%) 35 

Developing a community pub with limited 
opening hours 

30 (60%) 27 (54%) 50 

Investing in community transport 30 (67%) 23 (51%) 45 

Improvements to the cemetery 13 (68%) 6 (32%) 19 

Improvements to the church 9 (47%) 10 (53%) 19 

answered question 132, skipped question 11  

Other popular suggestions for Preston were:  

• developing cycle ways and pathways 

• developing a community shop 

• improvements to the cemetery  

• developing a children’s playpark  

The other popular suggestions for Abbey St Bathans were:  

• developing a community café 

• developing a community pub  

• improvements to the church. 
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When asked:  If you think that investing in 'community activities' is a good idea, which of the 
following activities would you like to see? All of the suggestions proved of interest however, 
the most popular suggestions in Preston were health and well-being activities (68%) equal to 
internet suite (68%). In Abbey the most popular suggestion was youth activities (68%) 
followed by health and wellbeing activities (62%).  

Community activities I’d like to see In Preston In Abbey 
St Bathans 

Response 
Count 

Community get-together events 52 (59%) 51 (58%) 88 

Sports activities 18 (47%) 22 (58%) 38 

Arts & crafts activities 32 (60%) 28 (53%) 53 

Health & well-being activities 40 (68%) 29 (49%) 59 

Music activities 21 (50%) 26 (62%) 42 

Internet suite 21 (68%) 16 (52%) 31 

Youth activities 22 (50%) 30 (68%) 44 

 

There were 26 comments about other activities or specific types of sports that people 
would like to see; these are grouped together under activity type in the table below: 

 

Suggestions Response 

numbers 

Sample of comments: 

Preston 

Sample of comments: 

Abbey St Bathans 

 

Community Get 
Together Events 

88 Getting to know people 
meetings - not coffee mornings. 
People could come in to do 
talks and share experiences. 
Community events must be 
accessible to all the community, 
including wheelchair users. 
Events in fields are no use. 

Maybe a summer fayre would be 
nice (funds raised).  
Cinema evenings.  
Children’s activities.  
Debates.  
Presentations by guest speakers 
(e.g. photography, history, 
philosophy etc.) 

Sports Activities 38 Judo 
Archery 

Badminton  (3); Tennis; Football, 
Table Tennis, Snooker; Tennis 
Court; Floodlit Tennis Court; 
Most use made of the hall for 
perhaps trampolining or 
basketball 

Arts and Crafts 53 Crafts, arts, spinning yarn, No comments 
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Space weaving, knitting, silk painting, 
making paper.  
Crafts' skills sharing 
Crochet/ knitting group 

Health and 
Wellbeing 
Activities 

59 Making it safer and more 
pleasant to walk and access the 
beautiful countryside we live in 
would be included in health and 
wellbeing activities to my mind. 
The Walk-It scheme for 
example could be part of the 
overall vision. 
Yoga classes (not just for 
elderly).  
Dog agility classes  
Pilates used to take place at 
Preston Village Hall but this was 
moved to Duns due to the hall 
not being cleaned properly.  
Football/Rugby pitch. 
Classes for Pilates, Yoga, Tai 
Chi, exercise classes.  
Nature walks 

Dance classes  
Weight Watchers  
Walking group  
Swimming   
Horse-riding 

Music Activities 42 No comments No comments 

Internet Suite 31 No comments No comments 

Youth Activities 44  Trips for children e.g. to The 
Maltings. 
Surfing at Coldingham  
Table tennis using the Olympic 
standard table in St Bathans 
village hall if teenagers wanted a 
focus for a 'space' place. 
Camping for young people 

 

The next question asked about preferred methods of receiving information about 
community activities and events 

• The most popular methods in Preston were flyers through the door and items in the 
Berwickshire News.  

• In Abbey St Bathans the most popular communication methods were via the 
community website and by email. 
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There were 7 comments and alternative suggestions: 

• Email is best but there are still many who can't or won't use it. Perhaps a list of those 
needing info by post. Fliers tend to be binned. 

• A web page giving information about activities 

• Word of mouth always good in a smaller community 

• I stop to look at the noticeboard outside Preston Village Hall when I'm out with the 
dogs but the fliers there tend to be very rarely changed. Not keen on fliers through 
the door due to more paper wastage, often to people who are not interested. 

• School magazines 

• Facebook 

• The village noticeboard 
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There were 38 comments made when asked the open question: Is there anything else you 
feel is 'missing' in the area that wind farm money could provide?  

Preston  Abbey St Bathans 

Funds to bring in training and development 
for people in the areas that want to learn. 
Each person could be allocated a budget 
that they can use for this specific purpose or 
to pay a mentor. 

Employment 

Subsidy for Berwickshire High School Library 
or Duns Library 

Fast broadband x 2 

I do feel a need for a 'something' that brings 
the community together more as a shop, 
cafe, post office or pub always has in other 
places I've lived. Having lived above a shop 
for the last twenty years I know most social 
day to day interaction in the village came 
from people coming to get their daily paper, 
morning rolls etc. and just exchanging a 
quick hello. Often that is all that is sought, 
deeper activities and meetings come from 
more personalised activities that one travels 
to such as church, music events etc. and 
that's fine. 

Community Abbey Saint Bathans Water 
Supplies Company which would include 
sewage disposal; Improvements to the 
existing spring water supply. This is more 
important than anything else on this form. 
Upgrade of septic tanks. Cold store for 
hanging deer for community use; Water 
treatment for the local supply in Abbey Saint 
Bathans; Funding for the rationalisation and 
improvement of the existing private water 
supply into a community asset managed by 
a local not-for-profit company that would 
charge for services, and be responsible for 
the sustainable management of related 
assets. 

Kids play area Riding stables 

Subsidies for group outings e.g. trip to 
cinema 

Road improvements; Better paved roads;  

Depends on the sums involved. A revamp of 
the village hall and using part of it as a shop 
with basics (milk/bread/papers etc.) would 
be fab (like Whitsome have done). 

Access to heating costs to enable people to 
be able to afford to heat their homes 

Shop in the village A shop, café, and pub could be combined in 
one community-owned and managed 
facility. 

Quicker Fibre Optic broadband; Improved 
connectivity through faster broadband is 
vital for this area, It is really not good 

Supply of maintenance materials (set 
amount available per household) 
Community tools/equipment to loan 
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enough for this day and age. Community bicycles 

Defib machines in all local communities. 
Funding to support care packages for 
elderly. Donations to local food banks. 

Mobile phone reception in all homes, fast 
broadband and mains gas; Good 
phone/internet capable line; Improve 
internet connection; Improve mobile 
network 

More litter bins up the cut and some 
benches. Hire an ice rink for Xmas time or 
drive in cinema in the summer. More help 
for the wildlife. Community stables 
emergency generators for the old people. 
Defibrillators to help lives. 

A safe dog walking area where dogs can be 
let off the lead. This is pheasant and sheep 
country. 

Perhaps someone could be paid to 
undertake opening up the hall, putting 
heating on and cleaning hall after use! 

Parking facilities at Abbey Village Hall 

Link to mains gas Bus shelter for school children 

I would be more in favour of supporting 
existing services and activities e.g. the 
swimming pool in Duns, sporting clubs and 
groups at Berwickshire High School 

Subsidised taxi-bus to Duns and Berwick 
when bus service is unavailable 

I'd like to see initiatives to restore native 
wild flower populations on suitable sites in 
conjunction with Borders Council and 
possibly landowners. Sites could include 
road verges, hedgerows and unused spaces 
in towns/parks. Involve schools, etc. Develop 
community orchards and woods in 
conjunction with the Woodland Trust. The 
Borders Organic Group and the Borders 
Beekeepers Assoc may be interested in being 
involved, as well as local members of the 
Woodland Trust and the Scottish Wildlife 
Trust. 

 

Could somebody be employed to explain all 
the electricity tariffs and find the best one 
for each household? 

 

Shopping bus or some arrangement that 
would enable older people who do not drive, 
to shop either in Dunbar or Berwick 
supermarkets; Community buses for elderly 
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or non-drivers 

Wheelchair accessible footpaths  

Somebody to pick up litter and rubbish and 
old wire from the road verges 

 

Sheltered housing  

There was considerable interest in becoming further involved: 

• 27 people were willing to take part in a focus group for the CAP - all left contact 
details and were invited to attend the focus group 

• 14 people are interested in being on their Community Council – all left contact 
details 

• 22 are willing to help with community events 

•  19 are willing to volunteer 

These contact details have been passed on separately and contacts will be followed up. 

80 people left their contact details for the ABPCC database and to be entered in the prize 
draw. 

 

Final Comments 

• Abbey St Bathans community hall is not fit for its purpose and a new hall that belongs 
to residents is a very much needed asset to our scattered community to enable us to 
hold events etc. 

• There are not enough people for a community shop, cafe or pub here. The country 
store in Reston struggles. 

• Money needed to upgrade old Duns High School to be used for primary children as 
there is no parking allocated for pickup of children at the old primary school and they 
are using portacabins! They need adequate premises and safe pick up with parking 
urgently!!  

• Support existing services in wider community e.g. schools and hospital and health 
centre in Duns. 

• Some of the money should be used to support existing services e.g. Bonkyl Church to 
ensure the continuation of services there, and services in the wider community which 
benefit everyone e.g. The Knoll Hospital; Berwickshire High School. 

• There is no need to invest in the existing village hall as it is much underused and 
definitely no need to build a new community hall. Other ideas - 1. A "Treat Fund" 
where people can apply for a "treat" for someone else. 2. Contribution towards petrol 
costs.  
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• I would have helped if the amount of funding was stated i.e. footpaths cost a lot of 
money, so would a community wind turbine, are these really possible? 

• We live near Chirnside, so many of the ideas you suggest are available there. We need 
more road repairs as the potholes are a disgrace.  

• I do think that we need to use the money wisely to give a lasting legacy, both in what 
we invest in in the community now and for the future, perhaps in a trust fund, as the 
wind farm has limited lifespan and so won't be providing this sort of money forever.  

• Very much in favour of making section of B6355 between Preston and the Cranshaws 
Road (over the ford) access only or make proper single track road with passing places. 
Been caught many times head to head with logging trucks etc. and nowhere to go. I 
think a lot of traffic using that road has no idea what it's in for and has simply been 
led over the Lammermuirs by a GPS device saying it's the fastest route. The B6365 is 
of such better quality perhaps some weight restrictions would help direct large trucks 
to use that route rather than squeeze through the 6355. A footpath from the bridge 
over the Whiteadder to avoid the switchback bends that are dangerous to walk on, 
and lead up to the rear entrance to the Castle grounds would make a fantastic 
walking route into Duns. I walked with a dog to Duns once but those bends were 
terrifying. I'd do it regularly if there was a route up to the lane that leads to the Castle. 
Perhaps some agreement with whoever owns the land between those two bends would 
allow a couple of foot access points to walk along the margins of the fields (gate not 
stile as stiles are very restrictive and discriminating towards certain disabilities) Trails 
along the riverbanks is a brilliant idea. Bottle bank returned to some location nearby. 
Rather than an evening bus service that probably wouldn't be used enough to be 
viable a community subsidised taxi would help, especially for older people no longer 
able to drive or people who can't reach a bus stop anyway. Subsidising hire costs of 
the village hall might encourage more people to use it as a venue. Most people 
offering classes are struggling to make ends meet as it is and six pounds an hour for 
hall hire reduces any chance of making a living. For health and wellness classes 
subsidies could be offered for pro bono or concessions for people on disability benefits 
as they are probably in greatest need. 

 

Focus Group  
People who had indicated an interest in being part of a focus group were contacted and 
invited. 4 people attended the focus group held in March 2015, 3 from Abbey St Bathans and 
1 from Preston. They made the following points: 

Priorities in the area 

• Broadband and mobile coverage 

• A more sustainable approach to water supply and sewerage in Abbey 

• Houses in Preston have a dependence on oil for heating as there is no gas to the 
village – renewable energy solutions would be worth investigating. 

• Reducing the cost of electricity (LPG is very expensive) 
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• Playpark in Preston 

Challenges 

• Sometimes accessibility in the winter is difficult. 

• The condition of some roads is poor. 

• Lack of opportunities to socialise 

• Social isolation for older people 

• Public transport is non-existent. 

Village Halls 

Abbey St Bathans 

• Abbey village hall has been condemned. There is the Old Church Hall but it is 
unsuitable for some events, privately owned and 3 times the price. 

• The community council should pay someone to support them with funding 
applications for Abbey village hall and go to BAVS for support. 

• It would be more expensive to refurbish the existing hall at Abbey than to knock it 
down and start from scratch. 

• A feasibility study needs to be carried out and the new building should be purpose 
built. 

• Having the Old Church Hall complicates matters for funders. 

Preston 

• The hall is being used more but people are used to doing their own thing. 

It would be good to have subsidised community events with free food and/or drink and live 
music – people would come out of their houses with the incentive of free stuff. 

Other places to prioritise  

• The old jail at Preston – the area completely overgrown. It could be cleared and a 
pathway created. 

• Clear footpaths for walkers in Preston. There are areas which would benefit from 
stiles and verges. 

Community Assets 

• At one point a farmer in Preston offered land for a playpark but apparently there 
was no-one to coordinate it so it didn’t happen. 

• It would be a good thing to have a once a month pub/film night in the village hall 
but a community pub/café wouldn’t work because not enough people would 
support it. There is a restaurant in Abbey which the locals never go to. 

• The group felt that a community shop in Abbey wouldn’t work – not with deliveries 
from supermarkets. 

• BAVS transport two elderly people from Preston to a lunch in Duns. There should be 
something happening in Preston but there is no one to coordinate it. 
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Creating Trust Funds for Long Term Community Projects 

• It would be good to have an annual community event/talent competition/arts 
competition. 

• It would be good to have funded trips e.g. shopping trips/cinema/theatre – the bus will 
take you to the Maltings but you can’t get back! 

• The group were in agreement that the supply and distribution of water and sewerage in 
Abbey should be a main priority. The maintenance workload is erratic but currently 
managed by the Dobie family. The existing sewerage systems are ok but installed in 
Victorian times. It is likely that SEPA will introduce some changes in the near future which 
will necessitate their replacement. The group see the improvement process as: 

o Drawing up an asset register of where the water pipes are and their condition 

o Setting up a legal entity (such as a community company) who would buy the 
infrastructure from the landowners 

o The entity applying for funding to buy the kit to remove the arsenic from the pipes 
(£4-£5K) 

o Securing long term funding which would enable the maintenance of the water 
systems to be contracted to an external company like a plumbing firm from Duns. 

• Community energy regeneration projects – helping people to secure grants and green 
deal assessments 

• Could we fund double glazing for households? 

• It would be good to fund educational trips for home schooled children in Abbey but all 
children across the community council areas could be invited.  

• Another idea would be a cold store for meat in Abbey. There is a surplus of venison and 
lamb on the Dobie farm; with a meat store, it could be distributed to the community. 

• The community council website needs to be well managed and someone should be paid 
to keep it up to date and upgrade it to make it mobile compatible and more usable. 
News and advice on heating, energy regeneration, events etc. 

 

Stakeholder Interviews  
Following on from the community event and the survey responses, one-to-one interviews 
were held with the following people: 

Lt Col JL Wilson 
Smith OBE 

On behalf of the Preston Church Burial Plot 

Vicky Bayles  Ex leader of Mothers and Tots 

Kate Stephenson Preston/Chirnside resident 
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Their responses are collated below: 

The key challenges to people living in Preston/Abbey: 

• Having to drive to take the children to clubs etc. All of the clubs are in Duns or 
Paxton which is further away. 

• Things for young people to do – someone organised ten pin bowling twice last year 
which they loved. 

• Meeting up with people socially and getting to know new people. 

• Finding people with the time to organise things. 

• Rural transport – unless you have a car it is very isolating for the elderly and young 
people. 

• There aren’t enough organised things for young people to do – they need drop in 
activities which they can dip in and out of. 

The difference could this money make: 

• Repairs to the ruined Preston Church and burial plot which is recognised as a 
monument of national importance. 

• Someone employed part-time to organise social events and/or a youth worker. 

• It would be nice to have local guided walks with a map/leaflet which gives you 
directions/points of interests/wildlife information. 

• If it were spent on a community energy purchase scheme and if a transfer was easy 
for people to do especially those in fuel poverty (Berwickshire Housing Association 
ran pilots and the most useful was transferring people on the most effective energy 
tariff.) 

Ideas as to how the money could be invested: 

• Historic Scotland can offer ancient monument grants, and wind farm money would 
open the door to further grants from the Fallago Environmental Fund and others. 

• A key thing would be to secure an on-going maintenance package to ensure that 
community facilities are looked after. The drawback of community projects is that 
people are enthusiastic at the beginning of the project but they run out of steam, 
move away or can no longer continue due to personal circumstances. 

 

Opinions on suggestions made at the launch events were:  

• It is very sad that the village hall at Abbey has been left to fall into disrepair. Last 
year the SWRI stopped using the hall because of the condition including finding 
mice. The kitchen needs updating, the toilets freeze, the water pipes freeze, the 
paint is peeling off the walls and the walls are being held up with supports that were 
put up over 15 years ago. The village hall committee have applied for grants but 
were unsuccessful.  Some money has been promised by the wind farms but not all 
of the money required. There is also an issue with the council wanting a stone built 
modern looking building which is not suitable for a village like Abbey. 
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• The hall in Preston is not well used because there are other village halls which are 
newly built and more purpose built facilities. They have a higher standard of facilities 
and are flexible spaces. The Preston hall has had upgrades but space constraints 
mean that it is not ideal for social events. An extension would restrict any parking. 
The kitchen has no dishwasher and the flow in and out does not work well. 

Asked how spending money on something which will only benefit some of the community 
could be justified, the response was 

“Taxes are spent on ‘only some of the community’. That’s how life is”. 

 
Preston Old Kirk and cemetery 

Lt Col JL Wilson Smith OBE made specific suggestions for use of some wind farm money for 
a major project to improve Preston Kirk. These included: 

• Improvements to the top of hill and the churchyard 

• Improve the access gate. 

• Fix new fence up the hill. 

• Renovate the old Kirk by removing ivy and weeds growing inside and repointing with 
lime or sharp sand. 

• Improve notice at entrance. 

• Redo north wall of the churchyard. 

Roadside 

• Remove dreadful old leylandii trees. 

• Remove the broken down stone wall. 

• Widen the parking space. 

• Tarmac the road at the edge. 

• Add to the new wall – 3 yards into the churchyard. 

• Replant the beech hedge and protect it from rabbits. 

• Tidy up the broken down trees on the bank. 

 

He added a note of his personal interest in this project: 

“I have to declare an interest in that the central portion of the Kirk is my family burial plot. I 
personally, with permission from SBC, Historic Scotland and Dept. of Historic Monuments, was 
responsible for getting the wall repaired, repointed with lime mortar and sharp sand – all at my 
own expense” 

Copies of his correspondence with Historic Scotland are included in the Appendix to this 
report for further information. 
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Connectivity 
Community Broadband Scotland  

Connectivity has shown itself as a key concern for local people so a meeting was arranged 
with Bob Murison, Community Broadband Adviser. He works south of Edinburgh but he has 
colleagues working across Scotland. 

The Scottish Government Rural Strategy includes as a key infrastructure priority: Higher 
speed broadband.  

High quality broadband access can make a significant difference to communities.  In rural 
areas, it gives a huge boost to the local economy, allowing individuals and small businesses 
that conduct their businesses online to thrive – even in remote areas that are far from their 
customer base.  

www.Digitalscotland.org.uk are the agency tasked with bringing superfast broadband (24 
MBs) to rural areas. The contract is being delivered by BT. This is a 5 year project due for 
completion 2017/18 and the website8 explains how it will work: 

The aim is to reach 95% of rural communities but there will be pockets of places where this 
will not work. These are likely to be in very rural communities. 

Community Broadband Scotland9 was formed to work in partnership with Digital Scotland to 
investigate solutions for communities in the remaining 5%. The aim is to help them to get 
funding and implement the technology. 

There are 3 stages of working with a community: 

1. A survey to find out existing broadband speeds etc. 

2. Conducting a technical survey 

3. They can potentially fund up to 89% 

Bob Murison offered to do a presentation to the Community Councils in Preston and Abbey 
St. Bathans and/or in Grantshouse. 

 

Mobile Infrastructure project 
The deadline for the Mobile Infrastructure Project (MIP)10 has been put back until spring of 
2016 at the earliest. 

The project is backed by the government and is aimed at filling in any so-called ‘not-spots’ in 
the UK, to provide better coverage across the country. However, planning permission has 
been an issue and so far there have been only two sites in construction. 

                                                 
8 http://www.digitalscotland.org/superfast-broadband/ 
9 http://www.hie.co.uk/community-support/community-broadband-scotland/ 
10http://www.4g.co.uk/4g-news/news-features/4g-spots-plugged-help-bt-telephone-
poles_300110764.html 
 

http://www.digitalscotland.org.uk/
http://www.digitalscotland.org/superfast-broadband/
http://www.hie.co.uk/community-support/community-broadband-scotland/
http://www.4g.co.uk/4g-news/news-features/4g-spots-plugged-help-bt-telephone-poles_300110764.html
http://www.4g.co.uk/4g-news/news-features/4g-spots-plugged-help-bt-telephone-poles_300110764.html


44 

 

The £150m project was announced in October 2011, and by July 2013 it had been backed by 
the four major networks. The contract went to Arqiva, which has acknowledged that ‘there 
had been challenges’ and conceded that the project had ‘taken longer than expected’. There 
has been opposition to mobile masts being built, especially in rural areas, which has resulted 
in planning delays. 

Residents in Northumberland, Cornwall, Strabane, Powys and Aberdeenshire were promised 
by the government that there would be sites set up by the time 2013 came to an end. 
However, sites have only appeared in Devon in North Molton and in Yorkshire in Wimborne. 

Coverage has improved steadily but there are still around 20% of UK premises that are not 
able to access a 3G service from the major four operators. The latest figures from Ofcom 
show that 6.1 % of premises are not able get a signal at all from EE, O2, Vodafone and Three. 
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Appendix 1  
Correspondence re Preston Church and cemetery 

Letter from Lt Col JL Wilson Smith OBE and reply to him from Historic Scotland 
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