
ABBEY ST BATHAN’S, BONKYL AND PRESTON 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held at Abbey St Bathans Village Hall 

27/08/2015 at 7.30 pm 
 

Ref: Present: D. Morrison (chair), V Dobie, W Reid, Cllr D Moffat, V. Kerr, 

T. Kerr, P. Chandler, J Dobie 
Action 

1. Apologies:  E Lipscombe, Cllr. F. Renton, Cllr J Greenwell, J Robson 

gives standing apologies. 

 

2.  Approval of Minutes: Item 8 should read Tim, not Tom.  Minutes 

approved – proposed by VK and seconded by TK 

 

3. Matters Arising:   
The drain above Blackerstone is blocked. Cllr DM said repair work is 

behind schedule but the council are hoping to complete before winter. 

 

 

4. Police Liaison: No report at present due to annual leave.  

5. Sub groups:  

1. Resilient Communities: J. Robson has offered storage for 

equipment at Primrosehill. The siting of salt bins has yet to be 

agreed with the council. WR suggested getting in touch with 

those who expressed an interest in helping at the consultation 

meetings. PC agreed to email those on the list, starting with L 

Bimson. James will be reminded about the sandbag store. 

2. Wind Farms: VD reported on the most recent meeting with 

Banks regarding Quixwood wind farm. Although some points 

were gained others were lost; the most relevant being the way 

funds are going to be released. This is due to new owners wanting 

to renegotiate terms. Some agreements about the management of 

money have already been signed by the Community Foundation 

but this has been done without any Community Council input. 

WR explained that the Trust will be able to apply for a lump sum 

from the Foundation but will have to say what the money is to be 

spent on. The Trust envisages setting up a grant scheme so 

anyone can apply. The CC will negotiate with the new owners 

regarding the setting up of this proposed scheme and also look at 

changing the eligibility criteria for other applications to Banks. 

JD suggested that it may be beneficial to open a dialogue with 

Banks now, in preparation for negotiating the new agreements in 

five years time.  JD has been in communication with Mark 

Rowley to say he is willing to take part in discussions about 

future windfarms, providing it is about the cumulative impact of 

the developments as opposed to wind power per se. There has 

been no reply as yet. 

Penmanshiel – No funds released until farm is commissioned. 

Blackhill – Funding stream going well. 

Aikengall 2 - £25000 coming direct to CC. £200000 going to 

Begreen shop but WR is hoping to get this changed. 

No further subgroup meetings have been planned and further 

discussion could be an agenda item. 

3. Community Consultation: WR reported that the consultation 

process is almost at an end and is coming in slightly under budget. 

Invoicing needs to be discussed as the money is coming from 

several sources.                                                                               

It will be preferable to register the Community Trust as an SC10 
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rather than a company with charitable status. The Trust will be 

formally launched in due course. Planning the way forward, using 

the information received, could be done by a new subgroup and 

there was discussion about the best time for this to start i.e. before 

or after PACT is set up, as it is important not to lose momentum. 

It was generally agreed that as long as people are kept informed 

of each step, then it would be acceptable to wait until the setting 

up of the Trust is complete.  

4. Website: PC will draft a welcome letter to the 76 people who 

have enrolled with the site. Anything added to the website will 

also go to the Facebook page when it is set up. DM asked whether 

anyone would like to become an administrator, to help control the 

content, as well as himself and Alice. VD will ask among Abbey 

St Bathans website administrators, WR suggested asking one of 

the new volunteers.                                                                         

A group photograph of Council members was agreed, instead of 

individual photographs.                                                                       

6. Chairman’s Report: There has been an invitation from the Lord 

Lieutenant to visit Lark House, Gina Swan’s home. He has offered some 

support for the CC and also asked for help in filling in forms for awards 

and recognition. WR suggested a personal invitation to the launch of the 

Community Trust. 

 

7. Treasurer’s report: The account books are still with the accountant so 

only limited information is available. No 2 A/c £70718.64 
 

8. Secretary’s report:  

 There is to be public consultation on waste management. 

 An audit of signage is planned for public rights of way. It is 

seeking public support by way of grid referenced photographs. It 

was suggested explanatory leaflets are given to grouse beaters, 

keepers and local landowners. 

 Public consultation is planned for transport. WR noted that this 

was picked up in the consultation process so should the CC 

become involved? Cllr DM said focus groups i.e. ramblers, would 

naturally become part of this consultation.  

 There will be a review of ward boundaries and comments on 

current boundaries can be submitted to the council. Cllr DM said 

that minor adjustments were needed due to mistakes made in the 

past. 

 

 

 

 

9. Funding Applications:  DM and PC spoke to Ian Renton about 

photographs of the area. Iain suggested he do a years study, including 

aerial shots, at a cost of £1000.00 and the CC could have as many of the 

photographs as they wanted. This was agreed to as photographs are 

needed for a number of occasions. Heather Waldron was asked to provide 

historical photographs following the Bunkle and Preston History 

exhibition. PC will put a funding application email round all councillors.  

 

10. Any other business:  

 The water situation in Abbey St Bathans is currently good but they 

are awaiting quotes for an arsenic removal system in order to use 

the closed borehole. 

 Details of Broadband speeds and costs were given. It was 

suggested Tim Chandler comes to the next meeting to offer 

advice. 

 Cllr DM read the police report contained in his council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



paperwork. Three young people had been killed on Border roads 

recently although the overall death rate was down. Two advanced 

driving courses were being planned. There has been a reduction in 

common assault and house theft, but an increase in theft from rural 

sheds and farms. WR reminded CCs of the spate of dog thefts. 

 JD will do a letter of support for Cllr DM on Boundary 

consultation. 

 WR suggested responding to more of the invitations sent to the 

CC. 

 VK suggested looking at old routes which could be opened up to 

join areas of the village together.  

 WR will read the information on transport and pass it on.  

 VD suggested a mailshot a week before the meetings to invite 

people to come along. 

 PC gave thanks to VK for handing out the rosettes. 

13. Planning and Licensing Applications: There was general approval for 

the new design at Hoardwheel. 
 

14. Date and Venue of Next meeting:  

24
th

 September at Preston Village Hall. 7.30 

AGM to be held at 7.00pm 

 

 

 


