
ABBEY ST BATHAN’S, BONKYL AND PRESTON 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held at Preston Village Hall 

27/11/2014 at 7.00 pm 
 

Ref: Present: Cllr. J Greenwell, Cllr. D. Moffat, W. Reid, D. Morrison (chair), 

P. Chandler, E. Lipscomb, T. Kerr, V. Kerr, A Brown, B Laidlaw, V. 

Dobie, G. Arnold,  

Action 

1. Apologies: Cllr. F Renton,  PC J. Hollywood,  J. Dobie, J.Robson,   

2.  Approval of Minutes: Minutes accepted without comment. 

 

 

3. Matters Arising:   

4. Alice Cowgill – Presentation 

A C represented 1
st
4websites who specialise in bespoke websites for clubs 

and groups. Following her presentation, and after some discussion, the 

following points were noted 

 

1. 1
st
4websites recommend a simplified site with good visual presentation to 

engage readers. The number of pages would be reduced but each page 

would contain more. Content of current site could be included where 

required. 

2. Good simple content management. 

3. Content written by CC members and edited into web pages by 

1
st
4websites 

4. Storage facility is available for archived news. 

5. Content could include photographs, video clips, local history, and local 

facilities. 

6. Access to content could be limited to named people.  

7. The basic price quoted is dependant on final page numbers, content and 

‘tag ons’ eg making the site accessible to multiple technologies. 

8. It would be more cost effective to construct a new site than to amend the 

current site. 

9. When the new site is ready, switchover would be immediate. 

10. 1
st
4websites offers ongoing regular contact with clients. 

11. Recommended Google analytics to assess effectiveness of site. 

 

WR pointed out that originally the website was not for the wider 

community. If the content and readership is to now be reconsidered, then 

the CC need to be aware of the implications ie maintaining the site, 

sustainability and costs.  It was agreed that the current website is not well 

known or well used but an effective site would enable better communication 

between the CC and the community. BL suggested looking at how other CC 

websites had structured their sites.  

DM queried the continued use of Postmaster which has been successful.  

Ms Cowgill said that while this could be continued if requested, her 

company would offer full training in their own system.  

VD suggested using the site for communication between members. It was 

generally agreed that this would be useful if appropriate privacy settings 

could be enabled. This also applies to any other Social Media. 

There was some discussion and concern about how questions and comments 

to the site would be handled and the implication this had in terms of human 

 



resources. DM offered to continue to update the site and Ms Cowgill 

explained that her company also offered an updating service. 

5. Police Liaison:  
Cllr DM is still unclear why the sending of police reports is inconsistent. 

They are also often out of date on arrival but this may be due to the timing 

of the CC meetings. Discussed the best way to deal with the information 

which does arrive. DM suggested the reports were printed out with the 

minutes while Cllr JG suggested bringing the reports to the meeting for 

discussion to ensure issues such as detection rates and recent crimes were 

brought to the attention of members. 

 

6. Sub groups: 

1. Resilient Communities: 

VD said Blackerstone was moving forward and practical issues were being 

discussed eg siting of salt bins. WR said all communities should be 

developing along a similar plan but there is currently no-one available to 

coordinate information and no-one has volunteered for this role. The lack of 

a co-ordinator means that information received from SBC is not cascaded to 

the community. The sub group recognise the need for an over arching 

organisation to link communities together but are unclear about how to 

move things forward. It may be beneficial to revisit the initial consultation 

period and try to recruit more volunteers. 

       2.  Wind farms: There is a move to make changes to the Heads of 

Terms which will change how the Wind Farm funds are managed. The CC 

are reluctant to sign the agreement until there is absolute clarification about 

the wording of the document. They have unsuccessfully sought meetings 

with RES to resolve the issues and clear up misunderstandings. Cllr DM is 

due to attend a meeting where RES will be present and will carry forward 

the concerns of the CC.  

       3.  Community Consultation: Both meetings have been successful and 

the draft questionnaire can now be completed by adding instructions and a 

completion date on the front page. There was an extended discussion about 

ways to deliver the questionnaire in order to get the highest possible 

response rate. It was finally agreed to use some of the £500 stationary 

budget to pay for the delivery of a single questionnaire in early January. 

(There is a link on the questionnaire to download extra copies if needed). 

Community Councillors will collect the replies in person and were asked 

meanwhile to think of someone willing to do the delivery. Replies will be 

anonymous unless the occupier chooses otherwise.  

       4. Website: DM distributed the minutes of the his sub-group meeting 

and Alice Cowgill’s presentation was discussed. WR proposed accepting 

AC’s proposals in principle and PC seconded. DM will meet with the 

present provider to discuss the proposed changes. WR suggested the 

subroup now looks at the number and content of pages for the site. 
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DM 

7. Chairman’s Report: 

 Thank you to Mark Rowly for his help in preventing the closure of 

the local Polling stations. 

 A high number of email addresses were collected at the Community 

Consultation meetings but many of those who gave their addresses 

unsubscribed from the CC website when the first newsletter was 

sent out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DM 



8. Treasurer’s report: See attached. The year’s accounts have been presented 

by the accountant and will need to be ratified at the AGM in February 2015. 

It was agreed that they should be sent out to members to consider for two 

weeks. DM will action this tonight. 

 

 

 

DM 

9. Secretary’s report: Names and email contacts need to be changed to 

ensure better communication. David Dalgetty is still receiving the emails 

which should go to PC.  

 

10. Planning and Licensing Applications: Cllr DM highlighted the need for 

councillors to be absent from discussions about planning to prevent 

accusations of undue influence. It is in the interests of the community if he 

is not present as he can then speak more openly at council planning 

meetings. CCs agreed to put planning at the end of the meeting to allow 

councillors to leave. 

 

11. Funding Applications:  

 Approval was given for funding of the Abbey St Bathan’s Christmas 

party.  

 It was agreed to fund an application for Tai Chi classes at Preston 

Village Hall 

 

12. Any other business:  

 David Dalgetty wanted to ask Abby about the costs of a website – 

Cllr DM will look at this. 

 GA told the meeting that her home water supply had been 

condemned. There has been some information from SEPA and the 

water authorities but no definitive advice about what they should do. 

The council have not offered help or advice. Cllr JG will 

investigate.. 

 EL reported on the meeting about mobile phone coverage. Phone 

companies have said the costs of connection are too high and 

funding would need to be at Government level. EP said that some of 

those at the meeting suggested mobile phone coverage should 

nowadays be considered as a basic service. 

 There is no update about Broadband coverage to the area 

 The small polling stations under threat of closure are to remain open 

 Christmas meal is at 7.30, please be prompt. 

 

DM 

 

 

 

JG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13. Date and Venue of Next meeting: 

Thursday 15
th

 January in Abbey St Bathans at 7.00pm 

 

 


