
ABBEY ST BATHAN’S, BONKYL AND PRESTON 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held at Abbey St Bathans Village 

Hall 

23/10/2014 at 7.30 pm 
 

Ref: Present: Cllr. F. Renton, Cllr. D. Moffat, W. Reid, D. Morrison, P. 

Chandler, E. Lipscomb, T. Kerr, V. Kerr 
Action 

1. Apologies: Cllr. J. Greenwell,  PC J. Hollywood, V. Dobie, J. Dobie, 

J.Robson, G. Arnold 

 

2.  Approval of Minutes: Minutes accepted without comment. 

 

 

3. Matters Arising: Councillors DM and FR will support the retention of the 

polling station. 
Cllrs 

DM 

FR 

4. Community Windpower – Aikengall 2a update 

(D.Morrison left the meeting due to conflict of interest.) 

Work has begun on the Aikengall 2 site and is likely to continue until the 

end of 2015. (This work includes an upgrade to the Crystal Rig substation). 

The transformer is due to arrive in January 2015 and the turbines are due 

early 2016. Completion is due May/June 2016 and electricity should be 

generated from that date.  

Report on Aikengall 2a 

(Naming the new site 2a reflects the fact it is seen as an add-on to Aikengall 

2 rather than a new site.) Following the 6 month consultation period from 

February to September 2014, the original plans have been amended to take 

into account a number of objections. These amended plans were circulated 

to the council members. In summary the changes are as follows 

1. The number of turbines is reduced by 8. 

2. The access route will now be from the north through East Lothian. 

Consequently the projected access routes through the Borders are no longer 

required and the number of borrow pits has been reduced from 5 to 2.  

3. Some remaining turbines have been relocated and turbine heights altered. 

This will decrease the overall size of the site boundary, lessen the visual 

impact of the site and leave greater areas of forest untouched. 

4. Where tree felling does occur it will be a phased process with restocking 

taking place between phases. 

5 The benefit to the local communities will be affected by the decrease in 

output from this smaller development in that no community turbine will be 

built. 

6 There will be a further 28 day consultation period. 

 

Concerns were expressed about the possibility of an Aikengall 3 but this 

would be unlikely due to the location of the sites and the difficulties getting 

permission in lowland areas. 

 

WR explained that the consultation process for spending grants from the 

wind farm fund had begun. 

 

4a Community Liaison Officer - Donna Higgins: See chairman’s report. 

 

 



5. Police Liaison: Continuing concern that targeted police reports were not 

being received by the council. Cllr DM will investigate. 

 

Cllr 

DM 

6. Sub groups: 

1. Resilient Communities: 

Some equipment has now arrived in a temporary store at Cumledge Mill but 

permanent locations still need to be found.  There is a need for clarification 

about what items of equipment each community should have and what 

items still need to be acquired in order to extend the service to 

Blackerstone. There has been a limited response to support within the 

community but it’s hoped that people will re-engage during the wind farm 

fund consultation process. There is also a need for further first aid training 

and the possible siting of a de-fibulator. VK asked to be included in this 

training. 

 

2. Wind farms: see above 

 

3. Community Consultation: 

The response to the consultation process so far has been good. People were 

encouraged to give their email addresses as a way of keeping them 

informed of progress once or twice a month. The next stage will be to 

formulate a questionnaire. There was discussion about the way money is 

paid to communities as conditions are sometimes laid down that might seem 

unreasonable. It was pointed out that while the value of the payment is laid 

down by the government, the ratio of cash to ‘payment in kind’ is open to 

interpretation. Some parts of the community may benefit more than others 

depending on their geographical location and it was considered better if all 

payment was in cash so it could be distributed more fairly. DM will email 

members with any relevant information from the forthcoming meeting.  

     

     4. Abbey and Preston Events: Consultation meeting on 24
th

 November 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DM 

7. Chairman’s Report: 

Donna Higgins decided not to report to the meeting in order to keep the 

distinction clear between Aikengall and Aikengall 2. Also there were no 

current problems which needed to be discussed.  

 

Abbey St Bathan’s polling station remains under threat of closure, but the 

recent increase in voter numbers to over 100 should resolve the issue. 

 

There has been a lack of email communication about Monday’s meeting in 

Selkirk involving all main mobile phone providers. 1 or 2 members will 

attend the meeting and FR will report to HQ about lack of communication. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr 

FR 

8. Treasurer’s report:  

9. Secretary’s report: Names and email contacts need to be changed to 

ensure better communication. FR will look into this at HQ. 
Cllr 

FR 

10. Planning and Licensing Applcations: None received 

 

 

11. Funding Applications: Approval was given for Christmas lighting for 

Preston Village Hall. This is to be sourced locally up to a cost of £350 

 

Alan? 

12. Any other business:  

VK has looked onto ways of updating the current website and/or changing 

 

 



the provider. This will be taken forward as 2 separate issues. 

1. The current provision will be renewed immediately but a different 

provider might be considered when the website is redesigned. 

2. A subgroup co-ordinated by DM will look at updating the website. 

A consultation process may be needed to find out what the content 

and purpose of the new website should be. 

 

There were a number of suggestions about what should be included in the 

new site which would appeal to a wider range of users. A facebook page 

might also be considered. 

 

WR queried the current position on Community Broadband and whether our 

area is currently on the roll out programme. Cllr DM will speak to Stuart 

Bell. This will be an item for the next agenda. 

 

PC sought clarification about outstanding bills relating to the consultation 

meetings 

 

A reminder was issued about the Christmas meal and menu requests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr 

DM 

13. Date and Venue of Next meeting: 

Thursday 27
th

 November, Preston Village Hall, 7pm 

 

   

 


