
ABBEY ST BATHAN’S, BONKYL AND PRESTON 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held at Abbey St Bathans Village 
Hall 

14/5/2015 at 7.30 pm 
 
Ref: Present: D. Morrison (chair), V Dobie, Cllr J Greenwell, Cllr D Moffat, 

V. Kerr, T. Kerr, G. Arnold 
Action 

1. Apologies:  Cllr. F. Renton, J. Dobie, G. Arnold,  W Reid, P. Chandler  
2.  Approval of Minutes: Minutes approved – proposed and seconded.  
3. Matters Arising:   

• GA raised the question of whose responsibility it is to maintain the 
flood drains as they are currently not working properly. A stream 
of water often runs down the road and homes are in danger of 
being flooded. Cllr DM will take this back to SBC as this flow of 
water is likely to damage and wash away road repairs. Cllr DM 
showed the CC the map and schedule of proposed road repairs to 
Berwickshire’s 500 miles of road and pointed out that the extra 
funding allocated is now allowing proper repairs to be made. 

• Other matters will be discussed within the agenda. 
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4. Pamela Redpath, Community Enterprise: After commending the CC 
for the huge effort put in by members, PR distributed a summary of the 
key findings following the community consultation. Main points are as 
follows. 

1. Investing in community assets and investing in connectivity are 
the two main ideas from the questionnaires. (It will be important to 
check what level of Broadband can be expected in this area before 
the CC takes any action). 

2. A number of people have offered help in various capacities. 
3. A trust fund has also been suggested. (VD has some guidelines on 

this).  
4. All the suggestions should be possible with the exception of road 

repairs. (now taking place by SBC)  
5. The consultation process is now ended and a complete report has 

been give to the CC. The final action will be to create a summary 
pamphlet and proposed action plan and distribute this to every 
house. 

 
        Further small, informal open meetings were suggested, to present the 
findings of the consultation. Separate meetings for each community would 
be preferable, in order to prioritise the next steps more accurately. From 
these meetings a single feasible action plan should be produced by the 
CC. The prize draw will be held at the first of these meetings. 
        Cider, soft drinks, cheese and biscuits could be followed by a short 
presentation of the findings, including a mention of the proposed trust 
fund and ways in which volunteers could help with the implementation of 
the action plan.  
        The CC will apply for funding to finance these two meetings and an 
estimate needs to be made for refreshments. Proposed dates are 6.30 on 
26th June in Preston and 6.30 on 3rd July in Abbey St Bathans (but 
Sundays might also be possible). VD will check dates and times with both 
PC and WR. VD also suggested fliers advertising the events should be 
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put through each door and agreed to ask PC for numbers. Alternatively 
invitations could be sent electronically or by post. 
       P Redpath’s team will plan information boards and submit these to 
the CC who can then add more information if necessary and supply post it 
notes for the public’s responses. The use of pictorial graphs might be 
helpful. 
       Cllr DM noted that this consultation process had been one of the best 
he had seen in his 18 years experience 

5. SBC Code of Conduct: All councillors have seen the SBC Code of 
Conduct and are happy to accept it. 

 

6. Police Liaison: Summary has been distributed to all members of the CC.   
7. Sub groups:  

       1. Resilient Communities: No information at this time. 
       2. Wind farms: A successful meeting in April seemed to offer more 
room for manoeuvre than previously and some differences of opinion 
about payments were resolved. In particular there was agreement to make 
5 separate payments, possibly to the trust fund, by BACS. The new 
agreements have yet to be signed off and Cllr DM suggested seeking 
legal advice before signing, as difficulties could arise if companies are 
sold and agreements are consequently changed or disputed. For example, 
Penmanshiel has recently been sold to Santander and Quixwood is likely 
to be sold this summer. Although legally bound to honour agreements 
already made, DM thought the CC should be kept informed of changes 
and agreed with Cllr DM about seeking legal advice to protect the CC’s 
interests. (In the case of Drone Hill, which has been sold several times, 
payments have not been coming through to CCs). It may be necessary to 
apply to Crystal Rig to fund this legal advice as RES will not do so. and 
will not be taking legal advice themselves. Cllr JG said it would make 
sense financially to use our own lawyer. 
          Cllr DM said other important issues were connection routes. R J 
McLeod is the main contractor for laying cables for Quixwood and RES 
and Cllr DM said both would be done at the same time to minimise 
disruption.  
          The distribution of money according to postcode is still cause for 
concern. 
           Aikengall 2a - There is an opportunity for James Dobie to represent 
the CC at the forth coming appeal but as the CC was not quorate, this 
could not be agreed at the CC meeting. VD agreed to email those 
counsellors not present to obtain their vote and it was agreed that the 
result of this would be recognised. As an interested party, DM left the 
meeting while JD’s presentation to Aikengall was discussed. JD’s 
position will not be anti – windfarm but anti-windfarm proliferation. 
           There is a public exhibition in Duns on 20th May 2015 regarding 
the expansion of Blackhill. If Blackhill goes ahead, then fresh negotiation 
with the CC may be needed. 
        3.  Community Consultation: See 4 above.  
        4. Website: There was discussion about whether it was appropriate 
for the website to quote the amounts of money coming from Crystal Rig. 
Doing so could set a precedent about funding from other sources and also 
allow the public to make judgements about CC decisions. VD said that 
until we had an accurate picture we shouldn’t be publicising our funds. It 
was agreed that at present no amounts would be quoted but this would be 
revisited when the trust is formed.  
         The CC is now in charge of the site. At present there is space for 
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CCs to put up their own photos if they wish to do so. GA suggested 
launching the website at the two community meetings. 

8. Chairman’s Report: Nothing arising.  
9. Treasurer’s report: No 2 A/c £64.502.75, No 1 A/c £706.22. The 

payments for the village hall and Tai Chi have still to come out of the 
funds.  

 

10. Secretary’s report:  
There is to be public consultation about replacement windows in 
conservation areas. This is unlikely to affect our area as few houses are 
listed. 

 
 
 
 

11. Funding Applications:   
There have been no new funding applications. The email vote for Tai Chi 
to continue to be funded has been passed. There has been no response 
from London. 
The CC will need to make an application now for the proposed 
community events as retrospective funding is not allowed. 

 

12. Any other business:  
• There is again a problem with the water supply at Abbey St 

Bathans due to the affected bore hole being turned back on. The 
alternative is to have no water at all. The water situation is 
therefore still unresolved. 

• Tim Dickinson, chair of Gavinton, is proposing to ask CCs to 
work together to have Broadband upgraded. It was agreed BT 
need to be consulted about their improvement plan for the area. 
VD suggested a small sub committee to gather evidence. 
Longformacus CC are having a presentation about how to move 
things forward. 

• Congratulations are given to Callum Kerr on his election victory. 
• Volunteers are needed to represent the council during Reivers 

week between 9.30 and 10.00. There will be an opportunity to take 
photographs for the website 

• BAVS is in need of more support and Cllr JG directed anyone 
interested in helping to contact Tony Fowler. 

• VD asked about the list of those who have said they would be 
willing to join the CC. One member has resigned so someone else 
could be co-opted onto the council now. (Up to 3 people may be 
co-opted, sometimes for specific reasons, to replace those who 
have resigned). During this process, their name and electoral 
number must be displayed on the notice board. VD said there were 
two people she would be willing to approach and possibly PC and 
WR may know more. There is a question of whether only specific 
people should be asked or whether everyone on the list produced 
by the consultation process should be approached. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13. Planning and Licensing Applications: No applications  
14. Date and Venue of Next meeting: 25th June at Preston Village Hall. 7.30 

 
 

 


